WELCOME to EYFS

At Great Wood we provide a nurturing and supportive environment that motivates and excites young children to learn. We have a
carefully planned and ambitious Early Years curriculum that allows all children to be creative, curious, and imaginative. It is shaped
by our children’s individual needs and aims to offer a wide range of activities and experiences that take account of children’s interests
and current events. Young children learn best through play, and through a balance of child initiated and adult directed activities, we
encourage children to explore, investigate and problem solve. We make use of our spacious school grounds, woodland, and local area
to learn about where we live, as well as exploring other countries and cultures through celebrating a range of festivals. Children have
daily carpet sessions to learn about maths, phonics, and the world around us. We also promote a love of reading through sharing
books daily and immersing children in the joy of stories. We bring learning alive, making it exciting and stimulating. We want to give

our children a thirst for learning that continues with them throughout their future school experiences and lives.

OUR TEAM

® These are the adults that work alongside the children in Reception.

® Miss Young — Acorn Class Teacher (in school Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday)

® Ms Haywood — Acorn Teaching Assistant

®  Mrs McPartlin — Chestnut Class Teacher and Early Years Leader (in school Monday — Thursday)
®  Miss Barnes — Chestnut Teaching Assistant

®  Mrs Potter — Chestnut Teaching Assistant

®  Mrs Longhorn is the Class Teacher in Acorn on Wednesday and Chestnut on Friday. She also covers Planning, Preparation

and Assessment (PPA) time on Thursday.



A TYPICAL DAY

We establish clear routines as soon as children start school and have a carefully planned timetable that allows for a balance of adult
led carpet sessions and play based learning in continuous provision. This video shows a typical day in Reception and the types of

things we get up to in school.

VIDEO https://youtu.be/lel MISRRZTI?si=2Q_k6kduVybO83XR

CURRICULUM

The EYFS Curriculum at Great Wood covers all seven areas of learning and development set out in the Statutory Framework. It is
shaped by our children’s individual needs and aims to offer a wide range of activities and experiences. Based around quality texts to
encourage language development and a love of reading, there is also the flexibility to cater for children’s interests and current events.
We bring learning alive, making it exciting and stimulating. With a focus on developing strong foundations, we ensure that children
achieve their full potential and thrive in a supportive environment. We use adaptive teaching methods to ensure that our curriculum is
inclusive. We want to give our children a thirst for learning that continues with them throughout their future school experiences and

lives.

There are three prime areas and four specific areas that we cover.

The prime areas are:

Communication and Language is a focus throughout all areas of learning; we ensure a language-ich environment and promote high
quality interactions between adults and peers. Quality texts are used to engage children, encouraging the development of new

vocabulary, conversation, story-elling and role play.



https://youtu.be/1eLMJSRRZTI?si=zQ_k6kduVybO83XR
https://youtu.be/1eLMJSRRZTI?si=zQ_k6kduVybO83XR

At Great Wood we value the importance of emotional wellbeing and successful PSED is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy
lives. We nurture positive relationships between children and adults and their peers, and with the help of our Great Wood Values,
children learn how to understand their own feelings and the feelings of others. We promote healthy living, learning how to look after

our bodies, manage our needs independently and stay safe. These attributes provide a secure platform from which children can

achieve at school and in later life.

Physical Development

We ensure children are involved in physical activities to develop fine and gross motor skills, and emphasise how they contribute to a
happy body and mind. Children are supported to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and
agility through physical play outdoors and PE lessons. We also use the Association for PE Early Years Motor Screening Programme

to ensure that all children can achieve motor competency. This is the foundation for longterm physical health and improves cognitive

and social-emotional development.

Fine motor skills help with control and hand-eye co-ordination and are closely linked to handwriting and literacy. Regular ‘Funky
Fingers’ activities provide opportunities for children to develop the strength and confidence

they need to use a range of tools and equipment.
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English
As a school we want children to develop a life-long love of reading. We use a wide variety of stories and noniction texts to help
children develop language comprehension and word reading. Children are encouraged to read a wide range of books, enjoy rhymes

and poems and engage in storytelling. Daily phonics helps children develop the decoding skills they need to become independent
readers.

Alongside phonics, a wide range of writing opportunities are provided to stimulate and engage children in learning to write. We use

‘Drawing Club’ as a way to engage and excite children about writing.

The children develop a strong grounding in number and lay the foundations for their future maths learning. Children learn to count
confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those
numbers. A wide range of opportunities are provided, both indoors and outdoors, for children to build and apply this understanding.
We also link our learning about shape, space and measures to real life experiences. Children are encouraged to ‘have a go’ and talk

about their ideas and thinking. ¥ N P PN ol 5 g




Understanding the world is about making sense of the physical world and communities; it encompasses Science, History, Geography
and Religious Education. Various experiences and practical learning opportunities are planned to help broaden the children’s

knowledge and sense of the world around them.
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This area is all about developing children’s imagination, creativity and cultural awareness. Reqular opportunities are provided to
allow children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. They are encouraged to think creatively, express their
ideas, talk about what they have done and review their work. As well as developing art and design skills, the children also learn
about some famous artists so that they can begin to interpret and appreciate the art of others. The children explore songs, rhymes and

music, with various opportunities to perform.



Our yearly overview gives a general indication of how we plan for the children’s learning over the year. Our curriculum is delivered
through a combination of direct, whole class teaching, adult led activities and continuous provision, both indoors and outdoors.

Children are supported to develop their learning through a range of quided and child-initiated activities.



