
Great Wood News                       
        February 2026 

 
   This month’s value is Equality 

 

There are Year 3 assemblies two mornings of the following week. 
 
Parent Evening Time Slots are sent home with pupils on Friday Feb 6th. We are piloting telephone 
appointment in first hour of the day of parents’ evening to ease the pressure in the evening; 
hopefully it will help timings go smoothly. 
 

 
 
Miss Punter, formerly Mrs Kennedy, is retiring after 20 years service to the Great Wood 
Community. Working part time and covering teachers for leadership responsibilities, she teaches 
throughout the school. Her last day will be Wednesday 11th February. 
 
On – Line Safety Week 
Children are learning how to stay safe on-line in 
school – At home please think about children’s use of 
screens and what they have access to. Also what 
children don’t get to do when they are on screens. 
The book Zombie Generation available for check out 
at the school office describes how brains the impact 
of screen time on young brains – and though there 
are benefits for children to access technology there 
are dangers – apps are generally designed to be 
addictive.  
 
Great Wood teams have been attending football, 
dodgeball and athletics competitions – Please see 
our Facebook page for news on these – the 3 most 
recent posts are on our website for non FB users. 

 
      We are sharing our Singathon with parents this week 
 

• R,Y1,Y2  MONDAY Feb 2nd 2:45pm start 

• Ys 3,4,5 &6   TUESDAY Feb 3rd 9:00am start 

• Each class has prepared a song to share from the musical theatre genre.  

• Prepare for a squeeze in the hall.  
 

 
During On-line Safety Week – share 
with other parents. Get 
conversations going and help each 
other. 
 

• What actions do you take at 
home to make sure that your 
child does not have access to 
unsafe content online? 

• With screentime being addictive 
and having the potential to rewire 
the brain – how do you limit 
screentime at home? 
 



Year 4 Maxwell had a lovely send off by the children. He lived closed to school and the children 
were forewarned the cortege would the playground at lunch playtime on the way to the funeral. 
The respect the children showed, silent and waving, was deeply touching for the family and staff – 
they then went back to play with happy memories of Maxwell. We will be installing a bench in his 
memory. 
 
The PTA have been planning ahead. Make sure Saturday June 20th is kept free for the Summer 
Festival. They are having a Bake Sale after school on Wednesday 11th February and would 
welcome donations of baked goods. A Valentine theme perhaps. 
 
Looking ahead to World Book Day - Thursday 5th March 2026 

 
 
On World Book Day we would like children to dress as a word. We would encourage you to 
choose a word with your child and discuss what the word means. There is no need to buy pricey 
outfits. With a little imagination, dress up costumes can be created with little/no cost. Dressing as 
a word enables us to focus on discussing and exploring vocabulary – something that is hugely 
beneficial for the children. The 
children were so creative last 
year! If you are stuck, there are a 
huge amount of ideas online with 
a quick google search. The outfit 
can be as simple or as creative 
as you choose and it does not 
stop children dressing as a 
character – just think of a word 
that is suitable for that character! 
 
Your child should come to school 
dressed as their word with their 
word presented either on their 
outfit or on a piece of card. 
Please feel free to include the 
definition, especially if you think 
your child will have difficulty 
explaining what their word 
means! 
 
Housekeeping 



We had a morning this week when there were about 30 children standing in pouring rain, looking 
into the hall hoping to be let in at 8:35am School hours start from 8:45am and classroom doors 
aren’t opened before then. There was a club on in the hall and when there is capacity in the hall 
we have let children stand inside out of the rain, however this can’t be relied on. We are happy 
that pupils are independent and coming to school on their own, however, particularly when it is foul 
weather, don’t let them leave too early. The playground is supervised from 8:45am. 
 
We are also having children saying they haven’t had breakfast – 3 in one lower-junior class, this 
morning. Please make sure that children are set up for the day. Getting up earlier can help. 
 
Message from a neighbour- I am a resident of Easdale Avenue, which is a single-lane cul-de-
sac. It is becoming increasingly frustrating and concerning due to the number of parents who 
continue to park on this road during drop-off times. 
This morning, a parent parked directly blocking my driveway, which is unacceptable. Residents 
need to be able to leave their homes safely and on time for our own school runs and work 
commitments. 
 
Parking on this road makes it extremely difficult to access and exit driveways, and blocking 
driveways is in no way reasonable or safe. I would appreciate it if parents could be reminded that 
Easdale Avenue is a single-lane road and that parking here causes significant disruption to 
residents.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Community News and Support 

 
 



 

 
 



 



 
 


