
Science Whole School Overview (last reviewed Summer Term 2022) 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception 
Seasons (Autumn), Animals, night and day  

Seasons (winter), 
science experiment 
linked to Billy Goats 

Gruff 

Seasons (Spring), 
science week, healthy 
eating, making bread 

and butter (materials), 
human changes, life 

cycle of a chicken 

Add growing  
Making chocolate 

(melting and changing 
materials), sweet 
experiments, oral 

health, life cycle of a 
frog 

 
Growing beans/plants, 
seasons (summer), all 
about sea creatures. 

Changes to materials – cooking, sensory play (observation, exploring, using equipment & measures, grouping/classifying) During all topics children are 
encouraged to ask questions.  Early grouping and classifying is also part of the learning in Maths (sorting) 

Year 1 
Materials 

(identification and 
properties) 

Animal identification 
and structure (cold) 

 
Light and Astronomy – 

seasonal change: 
Autumn) 

Autumn walk 

Humans (senses) 
 

Light and Astronomy 
(Seasonal change: 

Winter) 
Snow Activities 

Light and Astronomy 
(Seasonal change: 

Spring) 
 

Walk in the woods 

Plants (plants and tree 
identification and 

structure) 
 

Light and Astronomy 
(Seasonal change: 

Summer) 

Animal identification 
and structure (hot) 

Year 2 

Living things and their habitats  
Animals including humans (offspring and survival)  

Animals including humans (good health)  
(linked to PSHE)  

 

Materials (identification, comparison and 
suitability) 

Plants (seeds, bulbs and healthy growth) 

Year 3 

Animals including 
humans (health and 

nutrition) 
  

Animals including 
humans (Skeletons and 

movement) 
Forces and Magnets 

Light (Reflections and 
shadows) 

Rocks and Soils  
Plants (Functions and 

parts of a plant) 

Year 4 

States of Matter 
(heating, cooling and 

evaporating) 
 

Electricity (simple 
circuits, conductors and 

insulators) 

Animals including humans 
(Teeth and digestion) 

Sound 

Living things 
(classification) and their 

habitats (threats to 
habitats) 

Year 5 
Materials (properties, 

temperature and 
thermal insulation) 

Forces (opposing 
forces) 

Earth and Space 
Reversible and 

irreversible changes  

Living things and their 
environment (life cycles 

and reproduction) 

Animals and including 
humans (growth and 
changes in humans) 
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Year 6 Light  
Evolution and 

inheritance 

Animals including humans (Circulatory, 
respiratory and digestive system) 

 
Electricity (manipulating circuits and circuit 

symbols) 

Living things and their habitats (classification) 

 


