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We are your Local Shoebox Charity. Our experienced team of 5 
Trustees, with over 100 volunteers, is committed to helping 
deprived and rural communities in Eastern Europe by giving 

Gift filled shoe boxes at Christmas.

A small Team  (self funded) visits Romania each year to 
distribute boxes to the children, enabling us to give direct 

feedback, maintain contact and represent the charity on the 
ground in Romania. We have great support from individual 

donors, local Schools, Churches and Community groups in and 
around Cumbria and North Lancashire. 



Volunteers from schools all over 
Cumbria and North Lancashire do 
a fantastic job of fundraising, 
collecting and wrapping in the 
lead up to each campaign.

What could you put in 
your box?



What goes into the perfect shoebox?

An ideal box will contain:
• some sturdy toys such as ball, doll, toy car, yoyo, dominoes, 

skipping rope, McDonald’s Toys.
• basics such as soap and facecloth, toothbrush and paste, 

hairbrush or comb, plastic cup. 
• Something warm such as a hat, scarf, mittens, socks
• educational supplies such as paper, pens, pencils, colouring 

pencils, ruler, rubber and pencil sharpener.
• Add some treats – sparkly hair accessories or bracelet/necklace, 

football stickers or Lego cards
• Sweets!
• a cuddly toy will go down well with all ages

Hey presto – your box is full!
• You may like to add a photo or a greetings card to make the box 

gift more personal or display the name of your school on the 
outside of the box. This makes them easier to spot as we follow 
their journey on the Boxes of Hope Facebook page!

SHOE BOX CONTENTS DO NOT HAVE TO BE NEW, JUST CLEAN AND 
IN GOOD CONDITION. 

And please add a donation of at least £2, in an 
envelope, on the top of the contents. This helps 
pay to transport the boxes over to Romania.



The filled 
shoeboxes are 
collected by our 
Team of 
Volunteers in 
early November 
and taken to 
our Warehouse 
in Kendal.

So what happens next?



Here the boxes 
are packed and 
ready to load 

onto the Lorry



In 2020, the final total  was an 

impressive 7606 shoeboxes! 

A massive THANKYOU to 

Barrow Fire Service and Hayes 

Garden World Warehouse staff 

for helping us to load the wagon 
- it was quite a feat!



The Shoe Boxes arrive safely in Romania and are 

unloaded and stored as they await the arrival of the 

distribution team in December.

Unfortunately, last year the team were unable to fly 

over due to the Covid-19 restrictions. However all 

the boxes were still distributed by our team on the 

ground in Romania. 

This year more than ever we look forward to 

revisiting the remote villages and communities that 

have been hit especially hard in the global 
pandemic.



Here is an example of a typical distribution 
trip…..



Medgidia - The team had a great first day, we predominantly visited schools in the rural area south of Medgidia, 

very close to the Bulgarian border. 

Most villages don’t have running water and so have to collect their water from a well/tap in the centre of the village. 

This is an area where mainly Turkish Muslims live. We had lovely welcomes in all the schools, and so good to see 

so many happy children

Day 1



We were honoured to be 
invited into a typical village 
house. 

The outdoor space all around the 
school was flooded and extremely 
muddy. Not many of the children 
were wearing coats or suitable 
footwear on what was a chilly day in 
Romania. 



Day 2
Medigidia to Mangalia - Today was a contrasting day. It started with 2 schools in Medgidia and a drive 

through the Ali Baba district. Finishing off with house to house and van distribution in Mangalia.



Day 3
Babadag to  Braşov - Our morning was spent in a Children’s Centre on the outskirts of Babadag, such lovely 

children who were so eager to receive their boxes. 

We then travelled west, breaking our journey in Bucharest. The team were delighted to “take Tea” at the British 

Embassy. Our Ambassador, Mr Paul Brummel has been so supportive of the Shoebox Campaign so it was 

delightful to update him in person on our distribution trip. 

We then continued to Braşov arriving early evening, and a snow covered city welcomed us.



Day 4
Braşov -This morning we mainly distributed in schools in Covasna County, in villages around Borosneu Mare 

just outside Braşov. Great reception at all the schools, some were large and others as small as two classes. The 

teachers were thrilled that their classes had been chosen to receive your boxes.





Day 5
Hetea - This afternoon the team visited Hetea. This is a very isolated community, where this year Boxes of 

Hope, Cumbria supported the employment of a kindergarten teacher. The kindergarten is an oasis of calm in an 

otherwise difficult place for these children to exist. 

The whole team were moved by the situation that these families find themselves in, and in due course Boxes of 

Hope will be considering how we can help in the coming year. 



Hetea Village





Typical dwellings in Hetea







School house in 
Hetea funded by 

Boxes of Hope

The children (preschool included) have to 
walk a long way in order to attend the 
current school provision which has been 
temporarily set up in a local farm building.



Day 6
Slobozia to Urziceni - A day in different settings for us. We started with two schools in Slobozia this morning and 

this afternoon onto two gypsy communities in Andrăşeşti and Căzăneşti. Great welcomes in all locations as 

always, the anticipation and excitement from the children was so lovely to see......travelled on to overnight in 

Urziceni



Day 7
Boranesti to Bucharest - Our final (and possibly noisiest!) Shoebox distribution in Romania. In the morning 350 

children from Boranesti came to the school to receive their boxes, it was a lively affair as the parents came with them 

and joined the queue! 

That afternoon we moved on to the community of Moldoveni for our final distribution of 150 boxes, a much calmer 

affair!

THANKYOU to ALL of you who contributed to the 2017 campaign!

Thankyou also to our partner in Romania - Nicu Gal, who has organised everything to run like clockwork as always. 

It is a great privilege to be chosen to be part of a Boxes of Hope Distribution Team, I hope you have enjoyed sharing 

our journey. 



On behalf of the children
To everyone who kindly donated 
shoeboxes, clothes, knitting etc

Thank you from 
Boxes of Hope Cumbria and the 2020-21 

Distribution Team
You have brought great joy to many 

families



A few reminders

1. You can collect your items all through the year.
2. Don’t forget fun items e.g. car, ball, skipping rope 

as well as essentials.
3. If you wish, create/design a label for your school 

to put on the outside of your box.
4. Please make sure your £2 and gift aid form is in 

an envelope on top of the items inside your box.
5. Finally, place a sturdy rubber band round the 

outside of your box.
6. Have fun assembling your shoe boxes.


