
 

          Although many of the Christian religion denominations have similar beliefs such as 

God and Creation they are still distinct in many ways. The following information is to try 

and clarify the distinctiveness of the Church of England. Try to complete the task and 

answer the questions           

Why do you think the   

                     Christian denomination chose this symbol to represent them?                                                                                                    

 

          The view you see when you enter one of the churches, is a straight walkway called 

the nave. As you look down the nave your eye is drawn to the front of the church. Your 

eyes are encouraged to be drawn to this important area which holds the chancel (the part 

of the church near the altar, reserved for the vicar and choir) and the altar. Churches such 

as this are always built with the chancel and altar facing east. The sun rises in the east so 

why do you think the church is built facing where the sun rises and what belief is this 

linked to?   

          

 

     
         Traditionally the Church of England built their churches in the shape of a cross, this 

is called cruciform. Can you think why they built them this shape?  
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         The pulpit is a raised platform used for preaching sermons by the 

vicar so that the people in the church can see and hear him. The Lectern is 

used for reading the Bible to the congregation. The West door, at the back 

of the church is where the font is usually situated.  Having the font here 

symbolizes entering the church through baptism. The sermon will be to 

teach the people in the church about the Christian faith and to encourage 

them to lead a Christian life. 

 

The lectern is the place where the Bible is kept and read from during the 

service. It is typically an eagle perched on a ball.  The ball represents the 

world and the eagle represents the word of God, to symbolize God's word 

being spread around the world. The lectern is always at the front of the church 

and it is usually made of bronze.  

                               

 

         The altar is beyond the communion rail and is the place where the bread 

and wine is placed during communion. Originally the altar was a place where 

sacrifices were offered to God as a symbol of a person’s 

dedication and to say sorry for their sins. The Old 

Testament tells us that sins can only be forgiven if 

blood is shed. Christians no longer offer animal 

sacrifices on the altar because they believe that when Jesus died on 

the cross he offered the ultimate sacrifice of his life to save the 

world from its sin.                                   

          

 

 

 

 

 

        What is the name of this type of window? As the majority of 

people attending church could not read when the windows were 

first created what purpose do you think the windows perform?  

 

 

 

         After reading this information about the Church of England, 

what symbol would you create to represent your interpretation of 

this Christian denomination and why?    


