
Great Wood Home Learning Recommendations 

Year 2     8th - 12th June 2020 
 

Hello 2S and 2H, 

 

It has been so wonderful to hear from so many of you this week, both parents and children. Some of the children are really getting to grips with emailing and it is so lovely to be able to catch 

up with them. This week, we would particularly like to see the stories from the English unit. We know the children are wonderful at demonstrating our Great Wood Values and this English 

unit links beautifully with them. We would also particularly love to see your work on Castles! 

Maths 

This week mainly focuses on measuring volume and capacity. We have linked the games and activities as closely as possible to IXL activities but you may notice this week that IXL focusses 

quite heavily on imperial measures, hence why there are not as many skills this week. On IXL look for the ‘skills recommended by your teacher’ section (changed on Sunday). We suggest you 

spend 10 minutes here and there practising these skills at home, to keep up your child’s interest in the challenges. If the children would like to spend extra time on IXL we would recommend 

them going to the ‘diagnostic’ section to ‘step into the arena’ and answer questions on a variety of maths strands so that their recommendations continue to be more suited to their 

learning. Please remind them to click ‘I don’t know yet’ rather than helping your child along if they are struggling with a question. IXL is designed to be completed by the children 

independently and will amend the difficulty of the question to suit. 

 

Handy English and Reading Resources 

★ Free audio recordings of traditional stories for children  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07h1f8c/episodes/player  

★ Free children’s audiobooks https://stories.audible.com/discovery  

★ Oxford owl FREE e-book library (need to create free account) https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-

page/  

★ Phonics play (free phonics games) 

★ Free children’s e-books https://www.freechildrenstories.com/age-5-8-1 

★ Free children’s e-books and games https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-

games/ 

 

 

 

PE and Keeping Active 

The beautiful weather has taken a turn for the worst but we do hope that you are still managing to keep physically active whether that be 

in the comfort of your homes or outside on a walk or bike ride. It remains as important as ever to keep the body active especially when 

spending so much time at home. These are our recommendations for daily exercise (or perhaps even more than once daily!) 

● Joe Wicks - daily workouts at 9am weekdays 

● Cosmic Yoga  

● Strictly Come Dancing video tutorials 

● Andy Wild’s workouts 

● Go Noodle 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07h1f8c/episodes/player
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.freechildrenstories.com/age-5-8-1
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/


 

 

 

Castle Topic 

We do hope that you had a fun filled week last week learning all about the different parts of a castle. In our second week of our Castle 

topic, we will be learning about the people who lived in a castle and what their role was in keeping the castle running.  As ever, we 

would recommend these child friendly websites if your child wants to do research and find out more. DKfind out 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/ and Britcannica School (foundation level)  

https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/ (school ID is lvschool to login).  

 

 

Stay safe and keep washing those hands!! 

Miss Smith and Miss Heys  

 

Essential login details for this week:  

Espresso discovery 

education  

login: student18441 

password: greatwood 

if you are accessing 

espresso from google 

please see search term 

to find activity on plan. 

IXL  

use your child’s 

personal login details 

sent in email. 

Phonics play  

login: march20 

password: home 

Independent 

activities 

(children can 

complete 

without help) 

highlighted in 

this colour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/
https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/
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Spelling focus this week: 
Soft or hard ‘c’ and ‘g’ 
sounds  
 
Here's the general rule: 
When c or g meets a, o, or u, 
its sound is hard.  
When c or g meets e, i, or y, 
its sound is soft. 
 
once 
come 
city 
circle 
crowd 
pencil 
face 
climb 
bounce 
 
giant 
bridge 
goodbye 
change 
edge 
gloves 
grapes 
village 
badge 
 
 

Explain to your child that this week you are going 

to share some inspiring stories together. Discuss 

what the word inspiring means. Make links to 

inspire, inspired, inspiration, etc. Look at 

synonyms (words that mean similar) using Word 

Hippo to expand on vocabulary.  

https://www.wordhippo.com/ 

Listen to The Lion Inside by Rachel Bright up to 

0:45mins:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlfDD3gYZ_0

&safe=true 

Ask your child: ‘What do you know about the 

mouse?’ Write a brief character description of the 

mouse, encouraging your child to use some of 

words and phrases from the text. Continue 

watching the clip up to 1:30 mins. Ask your child: 

‘What do you know about the lion?’ Now write a 

brief character description of the lion, encouraging 

your child to use words and phrases from the text. 

Discuss how the mouse and the lion are different.  

Continue watching up to 2:51 mins. Discuss how 

the mouse is feeling. How does he convince 

himself to go to the lion? List all the reasons. 

Continue watching up to 4:02 mins. What do you 

know about the lion now? Compare with the 

original description of the lion you wrote earlier. 

Watch and enjoy to the end of the story. Did the 

ending surprise you? What did the mouse and lion 

learn? Watch and enjoy a rap version of the story 

here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7D2nASjCw

U&safe=true 

LO: To be able to read the temperature on a 

thermometer 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-

2/maths/to-be-able-to-read-the-temperature-

on-a-thermometer-year-2-wk6-1 

 

Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online worksheet (go 

back to the video if need be), quiz 

IXL Skills (level C) 

R.7 

IXL Skills (level D) 

S.6 

 

Have a go at the ‘How hot, how cold’ activity 

attached. 

 

Optional extra: Click on the link below to read 

temperatures on thermometers with different 

scales. 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=Te

mperaturev2 

People who lived in Castles 

Use the attached PDF to learn about people who lived in a 

castle and the roles they had in keeping the castle running.  

 

Were there people who you already knew about? Did you 

learn anything new? 

 

Again, this is quite a lot of information!  It might take a few 

sittings to go through all the information and some of the 

vocabulary is new, so it would be better if the children had 

company whilst reading it to be able to discuss their 

learning as they go along and for help with any unfamiliar 

words. 

 

 

 

https://www.wordhippo.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlfDD3gYZ_0&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlfDD3gYZ_0&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7D2nASjCwU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7D2nASjCwU&safe=true
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-be-able-to-read-the-temperature-on-a-thermometer-year-2-wk6-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-be-able-to-read-the-temperature-on-a-thermometer-year-2-wk6-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-be-able-to-read-the-temperature-on-a-thermometer-year-2-wk6-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-be-able-to-read-the-temperature-on-a-thermometer-year-2-wk6-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-be-able-to-read-the-temperature-on-a-thermometer-year-2-wk6-1
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=Temperaturev2
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=Temperaturev2
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Can the children sort the 

different pictures into soft 

and hard g and c sounds?  

 

Don’t worry if you don’t have 

a printer – the children can 

just look through the 

pictures and decide which 

they would go in. They could 

even draw a table and write 

the words in the correct 

column. 

 
 

 

 

IXL Skills (Level D) 

 H.1, H.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 Read the opening extract of The Koala Who Could 

by Rachel Bright here:  

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13784/

The-Koala-Who-Could-by-Rachel-Bright.html 

 (You will need to become a member of 

LoveReading4Kids. Membership is free). Make a 

list of all the reasons why Kevin the Koala chose 

not to move or to change. Watch and listen to the 

story here up to 4:09 mins:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wmgxgat6H

FI&safe=true 

Imagine you are one of the wild animals trying to 

convince Kevin to come down from his tree. What 

might you say to him to persuade him? Write a 

persuasive speech to shout up to Kevin in his 

treetop! Try to include lots of reasons – you can 

use some of the ideas listed earlier in the book 

too! You might want to use some of the following 

sentences or sentence starters to help you: 

Kevin, I really do think you should come down 

from the tree now! First of all ... Another reason is 

… Have you thought about …? What if …? When 

you come down, … If you come down, … Finally … 

Remember to try and reassure Kevin – you are 

writing as if you are one of his friends! Rehearse 

each sentence before you write it down to check it 

makes sense. Don’t forget to go back and read 

through your work to check for spelling and 

punctuation. Enjoy watching and listening to the 

end of the story – up to 5:55 mins. What lesson 

does Kevin learn? 

LO: To estimate and measure in litres 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-

2/maths/to-estimate-and-measure-in-litres-

year-2-wk6-2#slide-1  

 

Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online worksheet (go 

back to the video if need be), quiz 

 

Optional extra – Capacity countdown. Select 

litres and half litres. Can the children make the 

rocket take off by reading the volumes? 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacit

y/index.html 

IXL Skills (level C) 

R.4 

IXL Skills (level D) 

S.4 

  

Meet Margaret Brotherton from Framlingham Castle 

Olivia and Felicity head to Framlingham castle in Suffolk to 

interview the former Duchess of Norfolk who lived in the 

castle in the 14th century when she was one of England’s 

wealthiest women.  

 

Find out what it was like to live in a castle, the duties of a 

countess, what was on the menu at a medieval feast and 

how to drink and eat like a real lady! 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-

area/kids/guide-to-castles/margaret-brotherton-

interview/#watch-interview 

 

 
 
 
Activity: 
Choose a role that you have found particularly 
interesting when learning about people in a castle. 
Have a go at drawing this person on a poster and 
detailing some of the facts you have learnt around it. 
Try to make it bright and engaging for your reader. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13784/The-Koala-Who-Could-by-Rachel-Bright.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13784/The-Koala-Who-Could-by-Rachel-Bright.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wmgxgat6HFI&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wmgxgat6HFI&safe=true
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-estimate-and-measure-in-litres-year-2-wk6-2#slide-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-estimate-and-measure-in-litres-year-2-wk6-2#slide-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-estimate-and-measure-in-litres-year-2-wk6-2#slide-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-estimate-and-measure-in-litres-year-2-wk6-2#slide-1
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacity/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacity/index.html
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/guide-to-castles/margaret-brotherton-interview/#watch-interview
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/guide-to-castles/margaret-brotherton-interview/#watch-interview
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/guide-to-castles/margaret-brotherton-interview/#watch-interview
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IXL Skills (Level D) 

 H.3, H.4 

 

 

 

 

Handwriting focus: 

Watch and listen to We Are All Wonders by R. J. 

Palacio here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWOuoaAtXG

E&safe=true 

Due to the sensitive content of this book, it is 

advised that the book is shared and discussed 

with an adult throughout the reading.  

Points for discussion: What does the word unique 

mean? What does the word wonder mean? What 

does the phrase hurt my feelings mean? How does 

the main character feel when others point or 

laugh? How does he feel when he puts on his 

helmet and travels across the galaxy? What do 

you think it means when the narrator says that 

perhaps people could ‘change the way they see?’ 

Talk together about how we are all wonders – 

include everyone in your household! The book 

concludes with the sentence: Look with kindness 

and you will always find wonder. Find some 

synonyms for kindness here:  

https://www.wordhippo.com/ 

to expand on vocabulary. Make a poster about 

being kind. Write the final sentence from the book 

– Look with kindness and you will always find 

wonder – in bold in the middle of your poster. 

Around the outside, record all the different ways 

you can show kindness. Remember kindness can 

often be shown in the smallest of actions, e.g. 

smiling, offering to help when someone is stuck, 

giving someone a compliment. Try to make your 

poster as bright and engaging as possible. Put it up 

in your household to show everyone how you can 

be kind! 

LO: To solve word problems that include litres 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-

2/maths/to-solve-word-problems-that-involve-

litres-year-2-wk6-3 

 

Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online worksheet (go 

back to the video if need be), quiz. 

 

 

Optional extra - Number of the week:

 

The maths mat sheet is attached to email and 

available on the year two website. Either print 

or look at on screen and write answers on 

paper. 

If you are unsure of any of the instructions, the 

home learning document from before half term 

has an example of how we would like the sheet 

to be filled in.  Certain instructions may not be 

as familiar to you but the children have been 

taught all the skills required to fill it in already.   

If your child is hungry for more, you can 

replicate the mat with any number you like!  

  

Apply for a job in a castle! 

Today we would like you to apply for a job in a castle. 

Think about the skills you have and the job that 

would best suit you. Have a look back at the pdf of 

‘people in a castle’ and find a role that you would like 

to apply for. Write a letter of application stating why 

the Lord should employ you to work in his castle and 

why you would be particularly good for the role that 

you apply for. 

Think about: 

 Are you organised? 

 Are you good at cooking? 

 Are you crafty/good at making things? 

 Can you use tools safely? 

 What experience do you have? 

 Are you hard working? 

 Are you neat and tidy? 

 Are you always on time? 

 Are you confident at speaking? 

 

When you have thought about your perfect role, 

write a letter to the Lord. Think about these 

questions: 

 Why are you applying for this role? 

 What interests do you have that you could 

bring to this role? 

 What experience do you have for the role? 

 Why should the Lord choose you to work 

within his castle? 

 What qualities/values do you have? Are you 

hard-working, reliant, responsible, 

independent, a team player, kind, caring, 

resourceful, resilient etc. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWOuoaAtXGE&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWOuoaAtXGE&safe=true
https://www.wordhippo.com/
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-solve-word-problems-that-involve-litres-year-2-wk6-3
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-solve-word-problems-that-involve-litres-year-2-wk6-3
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-solve-word-problems-that-involve-litres-year-2-wk6-3
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Practise your spelling words 

in a sentence. 

CHALLENGE: 

Can you make sentences 

which include both the soft 

and hard g or c words? It can 

be a silly one! 

Eg. The giraffe carefully put 

on her stripy, colourful 

gloves. 

You could try to use some 

exciting adjectives to create 

noun phrases, add 

conjunctions to extend your 

sentences, use adverbs, use 

different sentence types 

(statement, command, 

exclamation, question) and 

practise your handwriting 

joins. 

 

 Watch and ‘read’ the picture book I Walk With 

Vanessa by Kerascoët with the sound turned off:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU

&safe=true 

Pause the story throughout to discuss what is 

happening on each page. Now watch this version 

with the sound on:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bF1FhV_Bw3

w&t=9s&safe=true 

Your task over the next two sessions is to choose 

between either one of the following:  

Write the story to match the picture book or  

Write a story about a time when you have shown 

or seen someone else show an act of kindness that 

has spread. This might have been towards a 

friend, family member, new child in the class, etc.  

Discuss your version of the story. Re-tell it out 

loud to a member of your family.  

If you are going to write the story to match I Walk 

with Vanessa, you could rehearse your sentences 

out loud over the playing of the pictures.  

If you are planning your own story, you could draw 

a story map of the key events, attaching some key 

words or phrases. 

LO: To compare millilitres and litres using 
fractions 
 
https://www.thenational.academy/year-
2/maths/to-compare-mililitres-and-litres-using-
fractions-year-2-wk6-4#slide-1 

 
Lesson includes:  
Introductory quiz, video, online worksheet (go 
back to the video if need be), quiz 
 
Have a go at the ‘How much – volume’ activity 

attached. 

 
 

IXL Skills (level D) 

S.11 

 

Would you have made a good ‘cook’ in medieval times? 

How about testing out the measuring skills you have learnt 

in maths to make this tasty medieval pie? 

 
https://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/members-

area/kids/eh_web_pie_recipe.pdf 

 
 
Forks were only introduced to England in the 17th century. I 
wonder how you would have eaten this pie without a fork? 
Perhaps you could have a go? 
 
OR 
Complete this Castle and Knights wordsearch (copy 
attached) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bF1FhV_Bw3w&t=9s&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bF1FhV_Bw3w&t=9s&safe=true
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-compare-mililitres-and-litres-using-fractions-year-2-wk6-4#slide-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-compare-mililitres-and-litres-using-fractions-year-2-wk6-4#slide-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-compare-mililitres-and-litres-using-fractions-year-2-wk6-4#slide-1
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/members-area/kids/eh_web_pie_recipe.pdf
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/members-area/kids/eh_web_pie_recipe.pdf
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/members-area/kids/eh_web_pie_recipe.pdf
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Home spelling challenge 

with your family.  

once 
come 
circle 
crowd 
pencil 
climb 
bridge 
goodbye 
edge 
gloves 
grapes 
badge 
 

Using your plan from yesterday, write your story – 

either to match I Walk With Vanessa or your own 

story about kindness.  

Use the pictures in the book or your own plan to 

help you sequence the different parts of your 

story.  

Remember to rehearse each sentence out loud to 

check it makes sense before you write it down.  

Include character thoughts and feelings – 

remember you want to inspire your reader to be 

kind too!  

You may also choose to include some of the new 

vocabulary you have found this week. 

Proof-read your work to check for spelling and 

punctuation. If you have written the story to 

match I Walk With Vanessa, you could replay the 

sharing of the pictures here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU

&safe=truehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z

bFpcPJ10EU&safe=true 

(with no sound) – with you reading your version of 

the story over the top. Share your story with your 

family or take a picture of your story and send it to 

us via email. We know that you all have a super 

understanding of our Great Wood Values and we 

would love to read your stories.  

 

 

 

 
 

LO: To use millilitres 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-

2/maths/to-use-mililitres-year-2-wk6-5 

 

Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online worksheet (go 

back to the video if need be), quiz 

 

Have a go at the ‘Make the measure’ and/or 

the ‘Drinks’ activities attached. 

 

Play capacity countdown again but this time 

select the different scales using ml. 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacit

y/index.html 

 

 

 

TIMES TABLES CHALLENGE: 

Lots of children enjoyed the times table 

challenge last week so we have created 

another one. In year 2, we usually give the 

children 5 minutes to complete as many as 

they can. In the juniors, the children will only 

have 2 minutes.  

 

Put your feet up and enjoy a read of the ‘Kids Rule!’ 

magazine.  You can learn more about life in medieval 

castles, including the design of a castle and how to attack 

and defend a castle. You might even listen to some relaxing 

music whilst you do this. Use this time to relax and unwind 

whilst finding out more about our topic. 

https://issuu.com/immediatemediabrandedcontent/docs/k

idsmag_may?e=24098263/60813513 

 
How about taking the quiz to find out what your perfect job 

in a medieval castle would be? Would you be a Lord, Lady, 

Steward, Soldier or Jester? 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-

area/kids/quizzes-and-games/castles-quiz/ 

 
Miss Smith and Miss Heys were both ‘Lords or Ladies’. We 
think that had something to do with our eating and 
sleeping habits!  
We’d love to know what your perfect job would have been! 
 
EXTRA 
Completely unrelated to castles, but also completely FUN! 
Here’s a link on how to make your own RAINBOW toast. 
Miss Heys tried this in GW child care this week and thought 
you’d enjoy trying it at home.  

http://www.learnplayimagine.com/2012/03/rain
bow-toast.html 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbFpcPJ10EU&safe=true
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-use-mililitres-year-2-wk6-5
https://www.thenational.academy/year-2/maths/to-use-mililitres-year-2-wk6-5
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacity/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacity/index.html
https://issuu.com/immediatemediabrandedcontent/docs/kidsmag_may?e=24098263/60813513
https://issuu.com/immediatemediabrandedcontent/docs/kidsmag_may?e=24098263/60813513
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/quizzes-and-games/castles-quiz/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/quizzes-and-games/castles-quiz/
http://www.learnplayimagine.com/2012/03/rainbow-toast.html
http://www.learnplayimagine.com/2012/03/rainbow-toast.html

