
Great Wood Home Learning Recommendations 

Year 2     29th June - 3rd  July 2020 
Hello 2H and 2S, 

 

Hope you have enjoyed the lovely weather over the last week and have managed to keep your child engaged with some home learning. We know it can be tough and we don’t expect lots 

from you but keeping those brains working is so important. A little reading, writing and maths each day will make all the difference as the children make a phased return to school and into 

juniors! We’d still love to hear from you and see the things you have been getting up to at home. All the teachers have been in much more than when lockdown first began but we’re still 

here for you if you need us.  

After this week, the home learning won’t be coming directly from us but we will be giving information about what we have put in the home learning already to guide where it goes from 

here.. Even though we will be at school full time, we will  still be contactable if you have any issues or need help with anything - it might just not be an immediate response. We’ll do our 

best!  

Topic - The Great Fire of London 

We hope the children enjoyed beginning this topic last week. It’s such a brilliant story and even more so because it really happened! This week we’ll continue our learning as well as 

deepening our understanding of what actually happened in 1666. As always,  for further reading visit these child friendly websites. DKfind out 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/ and Britcannica School (foundation level)  https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/ (school ID is lvschool to login).  

Maths 

Our theme for maths this week is addition and subtraction. On Friday’s lesson there is a topic themed maths puzzle book about the Great Fire of London. If your child loved a puzzle, it might 

be worth printing this out earlier in the week and going back to it in small sessions (it’s a few pages long) but it will be fun!  

English 

This week the english activities are themed on bears (both the cuddly fictional kind and the terrifying wild kind!). There are a variety of writing opportunities with worksheets to support 

children’s writing. You don’t need to use these but you can if you feel like they will help your child structure their work. If you don’t have much time in between working and juggling home 

learning, have a look at each day and choose something your child feels interested in! There is a good mix of different types of writing.  

 

Handy English and Reading Resources  

★ Free audio recordings of traditional stories for children  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07h1f8c/episodes/player  

★ Free children’s audiobooks https://stories.audible.com/discovery  

★ Oxford owl FREE e-book library (need to create free account) https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/  

★ Phonics play (free phonics games) 

★ Free children’s e-books https://www.freechildrenstories.com/age-5-8-1 

★ Free children’s e-books and games https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/ 

 

PE and Keeping Active 

The beautiful weather has returned and long may it continue! We hope that you are still enjoying some fresh air or keep physically active from your homes.It is super important to keep the 

body active especially when spending so much time at home. These are our recommendations for daily exercise (or perhaps even more than once daily!) 

● Joe Wicks - daily workouts at 9am weekdays 

● Cosmic Yoga  

● Strictly Come Dancing video tutorials 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/
https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07h1f8c/episodes/player
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.freechildrenstories.com/age-5-8-1
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/


● Andy Wild’s workouts 

● Go Noodle 

● Lancashire plans (on school website) 

 

 

Stay safe and keep washing those hands!! 

Miss Smith and Miss Heys  

 

Essential login details for this week:  

Espresso discovery 
education  
login: student18441 
password: greatwood 
 
if you are accessing 
espresso from google 
please see search term 
to find activity on plan. 

IXL  
use your child’s 
personal login details 
sent in email. 

Phonics play  
login: march20 
password: home 

Independent 
activities 
(children can 
complete 
without help) 
highlighted in 
this colour 
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Spelling focus this week: 

Short and long vowels with 

the letter combinations c, 

ck, and k.  

 

General rule:  

When a vowel comes before 

a ‘ck’ it is a short vowel 

sound.  

Before a ‘c’ in the middle of 

a word (sounds like s) the 

vowel is long. 

The vowel before a ‘k’ is 

long.  

A vowel before a ‘c’ at the 

end of the word is a short 

vowel sound.  

 

Spellings to learn: 

black 

break 

track 

trace 

licked 

liked 

quake  

quack 

plastic 

trick 

squeak 

place 

 

IXL SKILLS for the week: 

Level C - G.1 - G.7 

Level D -  D.1 - D.10 

Today you are going to become a researcher! Your 

task is to find out all about bears! Look at these web-

pages and read some information about bears. As you 

read, jot down any key facts or pieces of information 

that surprise you. (Some of the facts may be repeated 

in the different pages, but some pages will tell you 

new facts as well) 

 

What is a bear?  

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-

nature/bears/what-is-bear/ 

Britannica Kids - Bear (Note: contains some American 

spellings).  

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/bear/352836 

Newsround – Amazing Facts About Polar Bears 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/14327738 

 

Using your notes to help you, create a page to go in 

an information book. Try to make it as interesting and 

easy to follow as possible!  

 
Remember to include:  

- heading (e.g. All About Bears);  

- sub-headings (e.g. What is a bear? What do bears 

look like? Where do bears live? What do bears eat?)  

- labelled picture/ diagram  

- amazing fact(s) to surprise your reader. 

Number of the week sheet: 

 

 
IXL Challenge: Can you complete 18 questions on the 

diagnostic section of IXL today?  

 

 

The Great Fire of London 

Watch this video on Espresso recapping the main 

events.  

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary

_uk/subject/module/video/item980562/grade1/

module976473/index.html 

Then have a go at this quiz to see how much you 

can remember about what happened.  

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary

_uk/subject/module/activity/item979270/grade

1/module976473/index.html 

Play the Great Fire of London Board Game (or 

even make your own!) 

You will need dice and counters of some kind to 

play.  

 

Really test your Great Fire of London knowledge with 

this tricky crossword puzzle! 

 

 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/bears/what-is-bear/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/bears/what-is-bear/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/bear/352836
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/14327738
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980562/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980562/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980562/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/activity/item979270/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/activity/item979270/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/activity/item979270/grade1/module976473/index.html
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Make a poster to record  

examples of words which 

follow each spelling pattern 

for this week. 

Use the spelling rules from 

yesterday to help with your 

headings.  

 

You will need a section for 

c (end of word), c (middle of 

word), ck together, and k 

 

A part of it might look like 

this:  

 
 

It’s important that the 

children get used to seeing a 

wide variety of words which 

follow the same patterns so 

they become easier to 

recognise.  

 

Today you are going to read some extracts from 

different stories about bears. (You will need to 

become a member of LoveReading4Kids. Membership 

is free). Read and enjoy together the following 

extracts:  

 

The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12388/Th

e-Bear-and-the-Piano-by-David-Litchfield.html 

Goldilocks and Just The One Bear by Leigh 

Hodgkinson 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7682/Gol

dilocks-and-Just-the-One-Bear-by-Leigh-

Hodgkinson.html 

Rabbit and Bear – A Bite in the Night by Julian Gough 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16909/A-

Bite-in-the-Night-by-Julian-Gough.html (Note - this 

particular extract is not from the beginning of the 

book). 

 

After reading each extract:  

- Write down three things you know about the bear in 

each story. (Make sure you look back to find evidence 

in the text)  

- Write down a prediction – what do you think will 

happen next? Of the bears you’ve been introduced to 

today, talk about which you would most like to meet 

and why.   

 
You can use the sheet if you like.  

Turn Three Game (adding combinations of three 

numbers):  

 

Each player takes their set of cards (digits 1-10), 

shuffles them and places them in a pile face down in 

front of them.  

 

Both players then turn over their top three cards and 

add their numbers together.  

 

The person with the highest score takes all the cards 

that are face up and puts them to the bottom of their 

pile.  

 

The game continues until one person has won all of the 

cards.  

 

Tip: You could adapt the game by adding a few more 

numbers such as 11, 12, 13 etc. to make it more 

challenging.  

 

 

IXL SKILLS: C.1, c.2, c.3, c.4, c.5, c.6, c.7, c.8, c.9 

 

Evidence from the Great Fire of London 

 

This video is about the evidence from 1666, including 

a fire bucket from the time! Historians use objects like 

this to work out what happened.  

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/s

ubject/module/video/item980564/grade1/module97

6473/index.html 

Can you remember any other tools which were used 

to put out the fire other than the buckets? 

 
 

Modern Fire Safety 

 

Obviously we now live in a different time to the Great 

Fire of London. Now it is much easier to put out fires 

thanks to our amazing emergency services, but it is 

still very important to know how to stay safe and 

what to do if there is a fire.  

 

The children may remember having a visit from the 

Fire Brigade earlier this year! They talked to the class 

about the important fire safety messages.  

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/what-do-if-

theres-fire  

Recap these potentially life saving messages and 

create a fire safety poster using the key facts from the 

webpage.  

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12388/The-Bear-and-the-Piano-by-David-Litchfield.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12388/The-Bear-and-the-Piano-by-David-Litchfield.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7682/Goldilocks-and-Just-the-One-Bear-by-Leigh-Hodgkinson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7682/Goldilocks-and-Just-the-One-Bear-by-Leigh-Hodgkinson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7682/Goldilocks-and-Just-the-One-Bear-by-Leigh-Hodgkinson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16909/A-Bite-in-the-Night-by-Julian-Gough.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16909/A-Bite-in-the-Night-by-Julian-Gough.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980564/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980564/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980564/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/what-do-if-theres-fire
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/what-do-if-theres-fire
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Handwriting sheet: 

 

 
 

and/or 

 

You could also play any 

phase 5 or 6 phonics games 

on phonics play. Always 

good practice! 

Read together the opening extract to A Bear Called 

Paddington by Michael Bond (from pages 2-7): 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10078/A-

Bear-Called-Paddington-by-Michael-Bond.html 

Pause to discuss and explain unfamiliar words, e.g. 

railway platform, porter, brim, rare.  

 

Now watch the opening clip to the 2014 film 

Paddington (PG certificate): Paddington Meets the 

Brown Family 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCgnuhb45ik 

Discuss the text and the film versions. How are they 

similar? How are they different? Which do you prefer 

and why?  

Using information from the opening extract to the 

book and the opening to the film, write a character 

description of Paddington including everything you 

know about him so far. E.g. Where is he from? What 

does he look like? What does he like to eat? Where 

was he found by the Brown family? What do the 

Brown family think of him? 

Keep reading your sentences aloud to check they 

make sense. Check for spellings and punctuation too. 

Make sure you use capital letters for the start of 

character names (e.g. Mrs Brown) and place names 

(e.g. Paddington Station).  

 
As an extra:  How to Draw Cartoon Paddington Made 

Easy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loIlV2FAf8M 

Making 20p with different coins (combining different 

amounts) 

 

Gather together coins (if you can) or you could just 

make pretend ones or just draw the values on a piece 

of paper. You will need 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p (multiples 

of each) 

 

The aim is to try and use a certain amount of coins to 

make the same amount (20p). Use the sheet to record 

findings or just jot them down.  

 
 

IXL SKILLS: J.1, J.2, J.3, J.4, J.5  

Re-building London after the Fire 

Watch this video which explains how London was 

rebuilt after the Great Fire of London. 

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk

/subject/module/video/item980566/grade1/module

976473/index.html 

Access the presentation file which shows maps, plans 

and illustrations of London before and after the Great 

Fire of London. 

 

Discuss:  

What changes were made to London after the fire? 

What new rules did they put in place for safety after 

the fire happened? 

Who helped design the new parts of London? 

What is special about the monument?  

 

Design your own monument to remember the Great 

Fire of London: (you could make it from junk 

modelling materials, too!) 

 

 
You can virtually visit St Paul’s cathedral which was 

rebuilt after the Great Fire of London via google, too. 

Follow this link if you’d like to see Sir Christopher 

Wren’s crowning achievement in (almost) real life. 

https://rb.gy/l1qsb3  

 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10078/A-Bear-Called-Paddington-by-Michael-Bond.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10078/A-Bear-Called-Paddington-by-Michael-Bond.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCgnuhb45ik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loIlV2FAf8M
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980566/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980566/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item980566/grade1/module976473/index.html
https://rb.gy/l1qsb3
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The Missing Letters Story! 

 

What are the missing c (end 

of word), c (middle of word), 

ck, or k letters in the words? 

 

Print the sheet or simply jot 

down each word to 

complete each sentence 

correctly.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resume reading together the remainder of the 

opening extract to A Bear Called Paddington by 

Michael Bond (pages 7-12): 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10078/A-

Bear-Called-Paddington-by-Michael-Bond.html 

Similar to yesterday, pause to discuss and explain 

unfamiliar words, e.g. expression, inspiration, several, 

distinguished. 

Imagine you are Paddington Bear. You are going to 

write a letter home to Aunt Lucy to let her know that 

you have arrived safely in London and are going to 

live with the Brown family.  

Think about other news you could include in your 

letter: e.g. Where the Brown family found you, what 

they have promised to feed you, the name they have 

given you and why, the delicious food you have eaten 

in the café etc.  

One of the last things Aunt Lucy said to Paddington 

before he left for London, was to remember his 

manners. Watch this short clip: Paddington 2 – A 

Guide to Being a Good Bear:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuuFiuh6aTI 

Perhaps you could include in your letter all the ways 

in which Paddington has shown his manners so far. 

There are lots of clues if you go back to the text!  

Try to include some thoughts and feelings in your 

letter too and remember to try and reassure Aunt 

Lucy – otherwise she will worry!  

 
Keep reading back through your letter to check it 

makes sense. Check for spellings and punctuation 

too. 

Number Guess Who Game 

Each player needs a grid of numbers (1-30). It can be 

home made or printed from the attached sheet. 

 

Each player needs a number grid and selects one of the 

numbers without the other player seeing. A circle could 

be drawn around it or it could be written on a separate 

piece of paper, making sure it is not seen by the other 

player.  

Player 1 asks a question about their opponent’s 

number that has a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answer. For example, 

‘Does your number have 2 digits?’. The player who 

asked the question then crosses out the numbers it 

COULDN’T be to narrow down the possibilities.  

Take turns to ask questions and narrow down the 

possibilities of what number it could be.  

The first person to guess correctly wins.  

 
 

Tip:  

Question ideas could be about… the amount of 

digits,bigger or smaller than a certain number, in the 

twos, fives or ten times tables, have a certain number 

of “ones/units” in it, equal to 10 + 5 or another 

calculation, odd or even… Get creative! 

Learn about the Great Fire Of London through song: 

 
Each of these links takes you to a page with a whole 

15 minute lesson which takes the children back in 

time to either... 

“London’s burning”  song  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-

great-fire-of-london-samuel-pepys-part-2/zbvbscw 

or  “London Town has Fallen Down” and “Ring the 

Bells of London” song 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-

great-fire-of-london-pepys-part-3/z6m6qp3 

 

The main video on each of these pages teaches the 

children the song’s verses, actions and the meaning 

behind the songs. 

Underneath the main video lesson on each link, there 

are versions to help your child practise the song 

- song with words 

- just the backing track 

- lyrics to look at 

 

You don’t have to learn every song, but we thought 

you’d like to have a choice! 

 

Also just for fun, a fun song from the Horrible 

Histories Team 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-

histories-great-fire-of-london 

Perhaps you could send a video of you singing the 

song you choose! 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10078/A-Bear-Called-Paddington-by-Michael-Bond.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10078/A-Bear-Called-Paddington-by-Michael-Bond.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuuFiuh6aTI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-samuel-pepys-part-2/zbvbscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-samuel-pepys-part-2/zbvbscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-pepys-part-3/z6m6qp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-pepys-part-3/z6m6qp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-great-fire-of-london
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-great-fire-of-london
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Spelling challenge! 
 

black 

break 

track 

trace 

licked 

liked 

quake  

quack 

plastic 

trick 

squeak 

place 

 

 

 

 

  

Today you are going to write your own story about a 

bear!  

You can choose whether you’d like your story to be 

an adventure with one of the bears you have read 

about this week, or perhaps you’d like to write a story 

about one of your own (teddy) bears from home.  

 

Remember all good stories must have a problem so 

think carefully about what is going to be the problem 

for your bear in your story. E.g. When we first meet 

Paddington, he doesn’t have a home; the bear in 

Goldilocks and Just the One Bear is lost; and in A Bite 

in the Night, Bear’s scratching tree has disappeared.  

 

Once you have decided on your problem, you must 

then think about how it will be resolved!  

Plan your story using a sequence of pictures to help 

you if you wish. Remember you will need to include a 

description of your bear and perhaps some of the 

other characters in the story. You might like to use 

some of the ideas and facts you have read 

about/learnt this week.  

 

As you write your story, keep reading back over each 

sentence to check it makes sense and that you 

haven’t missed any words out. Try to use some 

interesting words to make your story entertaining to 

read and listen to.  

Mystery of the Pudding Lane Hero (Great Fire of 

London linked addition and subtraction puzzle book) 

 
Solve the challenges on each page to gather clues to 

solve the mystery! 

  

Times Tables Challenge 

 

Geography: Cities, Towns and Villages 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zks4ydm 

Follow this bitesize lesson about cities, towns and 

villages. Watch the videos and read through the 

information with your child.  

 

Activities: 

Use the list of vocabulary to draw your own map 

showing a city, town and village on it (you could also 

use the example of the London Map from earlier this 

week to help you). 

Try to think about: 

- The amount of buildings you will have in 

each place. 

- What other landmarks will you include 

which match what it would really be in each 

place. 

- How much nature (trees, grassland and 

fields) will you have near or in each place. 

and/or 

complete the sorting activity by putting the correct 

statements under the headers of village, town and 

city 

 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zks4ydm

