
Great Wood Home Learning Recommendations 

Year 2     22nd – 26th June 2020 
Hello 2H and 2S, 

 

We hope this finds you all safe and well and that you are continuing to cope with the very difficult circumstances many people are finding themselves in. Home schooling is difficult at the 

best of times and with the stresses of work and the uncertainty of the current situation, we understand that people are likely to be finding this very difficult. Please do keep in touch with us 

and let us know how you are getting on though. We want to support you in any way we can and we are always at the end of an email should you need us.  

As with every week, there is still no expectation for you to complete every single activity however we would really love to see engagement of some kind from all of the children every week 

through their personal email or through your own. Even if the children have been following their own interests and learning things that are different from the work we are providing, we 

would still love to hear about it as it is all valuable. Reading, writing sentences and doing a little maths is so important to keep up the skills that the children have already worked so hard to 

grasp at school. This should not take up the whole day or anywhere near the timings of a typical school day.  

  

*NEW* Topic – The Great Fire of London 

We have thoroughly enjoyed seeing the children so enthused about our castle topic. Of course if your children are still enthused about the Castle 

topic, by all means you could carry on with their learning. Others may feel that we have exhausted that topic and we want to keep it fresh and new 

in order to keep the children engaged. This is not a topic that we currently cover in school but we thought it might be an exciting one to look at. 

As ever, for any research and for further reading the children can visit these child friendly websites. DKfind out 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/ and Britcannica School (foundation level)  

https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/ (school ID is lvschool to login).  

 

Maths 

Our theme for Maths this week is addition and subtraction. As usual, we have our number of the week to start the week off and our times tables challenge to end the week. This week we 

have attached the strategies document which we provided in the original home learning packs.  It would be useful for the children to familiarise themselves with the strategies again and 

think about which would be the most efficient method to use for different types of questions. We have also learnt other strategies like using a number line or partitioning a number and 

recombining. The children should always relate back to our ‘Maths Mantra’ – ‘Do I know the answer?’, ‘Can I work it out in my head?’, ‘Do I need to do a jotting?’, ‘Do I need to use a written 

method?’ (at this point a written method is the children using base ten drawings). There are lots of addition and subtraction skills on IXL so although we haven’t ‘recommended’ them all, the 

children are welcome to explore those sections as much as they like alongside our recommendations.  

English 

This week the English activities is a ‘Poetry Festival’ theme! The children may recognise some of the poems and will have the opportunity to 

explore these further. We have included some work sheets again which are of course optional but may provide some structure for the 

children. The IXL skills for spellings are the same as last week as we are focussing on the same skil. 

Handy English and Reading Resources  

★ Free audio recordings of traditional stories for children  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07h1f8c/episodes/player  

★ Free children’s audiobooks https://stories.audible.com/discovery  

★ Oxford owl FREE e-book library (need to create free account) https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/  

★ Phonics play (free phonics games) 

★ Free children’s e-books https://www.freechildrenstories.com/age-5-8-1 

★ Free children’s e-books and games https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/ 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/
https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07h1f8c/episodes/player
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.freechildrenstories.com/age-5-8-1
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/


 

PE and Keeping Active 

As ever, we recommend some exercise every day. Some of these recommendations can be done independently by the child so may give you a bit of peace and quiet to do some work or 

even grab a well-earned cup of tea!  

● Joe Wicks - daily workouts at 9am weekdays 

● Cosmic Yoga  

● Strictly Come Dancing video tutorials 

● Andy Wild’s workouts 

● Go Noodle 

● Lancashire plans (on school website) 

● Just Dance (wii) routines on Youtube (please check songs are appropriate and supervise children whilst using the site) 

 

 

Stay safe and keep washing those hands!! 

Miss Smith and Miss Heys  

 

Essential login details for this week:  

Espresso discovery 
education  
login: student18441 
password: greatwood 
 
if you are accessing 
espresso from google 
please see search term 
to find activity on plan. 

IXL  
use your child’s 
personal login details 
sent in email. 

Phonics play  
login: march20 
password: home 

Independent 
activities 
(children can 
complete 
without help) 
highlighted in 
this colour 
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Spelling focus this week: 

HOMOPHONES (AGAIN!) 

 

Play a drawing game. Write 

one of the homophones 

below on a white board or 

piece of paper. The child 

then has to read the word 

aloud and draw a picture to 

represent the correct 

meaning of the word. 

 

Homophones to learn (over 

TWO weeks - we realise 

there are lots!): 

piece peace 

pee pea  

which witch 

hole whole  

bare bear 

peace piece 

thrown throne 

sea see 

paws pause 

night knight 

dear deer 

wait weight 

eight ate 

nose knows  

flour and flower 

 

IXL SKILLS: Level C W.1, W.9 
(please note the IXL skills will stay 

the same this week to continue the 

focus on homophones) 

Scissors by Allan Ahlberg 

 

Read the poem Scissors here:  

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/scissors/ 

 

Now play the audio recording of the poem as read by Allan Ahlberg. 

Make connections with the poem. Discuss – Did you enjoy the poem? What is the 

role of the narrator in the poem? (teacher). What does the poem remind you of? 

Do Miss Smith or Miss Heys ever sound like this?!  

 

Rehearse reading the poem aloud, as if you are the teacher. Try to use as much 

expression as you can. Don’t forget to use facial expressions and gestures too! 

You might start your reading very calmly and then become gradually more 

exasperated when the scissors can’t be found! In the poem, it is scissors that 

have been lost. What tends to get lost in your classroom? E.g. glue sticks, 

whiteboard pens, sharpeners, pen lids, rulers, jumpers etc. Write your own 

version of the poem, based on what is commonly lost in your classroom.  

 

You can use a combination of lines and phrases from the original poem with 

your own ideas and sayings too! E.g.  

 

Nobody leave the room.  

Everyone listen to me.  

We had twenty brand new glue sticks this morning,  

And now there’s only three!  

Seventeen sets of glue sticks  

Disappeared from sight!  

Class monitors – we need you to find them,  

We can stop here all night! 

 

Keep reading your poem out loud to hear the rhythm and check it makes sense. 

It doesn’t have to rhyme providing it includes some entertaining phrases that 

your teacher might say!  

When you have finished, perform your poem to those in your household. If you 

are able to, record it and send it to us. We’d love to hear them! 

Number of the week sheet: 

Time: 15 - 30 mins  

 
 
 
IXL Challenge: Can you complete 18 
questions on the diagnostic section of 
IXL today? 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ad
dition/robot-addition 

 
 
Practise your mental maths with a 
Robot Addition interactive game which 
tests your quick fire addition skills! 

History: 
Work through the Power Point and see 
pictures of London now and in the past.  
 

 

It would be useful for the children to 
have an adult or older sibling with them 
to be able to discuss the differences 
they see. 
 
Once they have discussed the 
differences, the children have the 
option fill out the table to show what 
they have learnt.  
 

 
 
 

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/scissors/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/addition/robot-addition
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/addition/robot-addition
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Play your favourite game 

again from last week using 

your memory game cards. 

 

Either the memory game  

OR 

Match up the word to the 

picture. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

IXL SKILLS: Level D V.15, 

V.16, V.17,V.18 

 

 

What is pink? by Christina Rossetti (This will be a refresher for the children 

because we looked at this poem in Autumn 1) 

Watch and listen to What is Pink? by the Victorian poet Christina Rossetti:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMAwYNXMHno&safe=true 

 

Listen again and pause to jot down any new words or phrases, e.g. fountain’s 

brink, barley bed, ripe, mellow.  

Discuss meanings, using a dictionary or Word Hippo to help you. 

https://www.wordhippo.com/ 

Discuss the ending of the poem. (What is orange? Why, an orange! Just an 

orange!) Why do you think Rossetti chose to use an orange instead of 

something else that might be orange in colour? 

Today you are going to write your own version of What is Pink? If you are able 

to, go on a nature walk with an adult around your garden or local area. Act as a 

colour collector! What can you see that is each of the colours? What is each 

item/object doing? You may even wish to take a clip board or notepad out with 

you.  

 

Write your poem using a similar structure to What is Pink? using ideas collected 

from your walk, e.g. Start with a question: What is yellow? Answer the question: 

The sun is yellow Describe the item or what it is doing: Light and bright and 

warm. 

Here is another example: 

What is green? The hedgerows are green, Home to 

nesting blackbirds and beautiful butterflies. 

 

Remember to finish each question with a question 

mark. Check your spelling and try to use some noun 

phrases and adjectives (describing words) to help your 

reader to ‘see’ what you saw on your walk.  

 

Keep rehearsing your poem out loud as you write. Think carefully about how to 

finish your poem. You might choose to use the same finishing line as Rossetti 

with the orange! Once you have written your poem you could decorate around 

the edge with the things you have used in your poem. Make it nice and bright 

and colourful for your reader! 

We would love to hear your poem if you can record it and/or you could present 

it beautifully with pictures of your chosen items around the poem. 

https://classroom.thenational.a

cademy/lessons/to-apply-

addition-strategies-to-solve-

equations  

 
Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online 

worksheet (go back to the video if need 

be), quiz 

IXL Skills Level C – D.11, D.12, D.15, 

D.16, D.17, D.18, D.19 

 
 
 
*Oak Academy refers to base ten as 
‘dienes’  
 
**Please refer to the Year 2 Maths 
Strategies document to see the 
strategies that the children have 
focussed on so far. The children have 
also used number lines to help with 
addition and subtraction. The children 
have not learnt the column method yet 
but questions on IXL may present like 
this. Please encourage children to stick 
to the strategies that they know and 
are comfortable with to reinforce the 
learning rather than trying to learn new 
strategies. ** 
 
 
Here is a link to lots of addition and 
subtraction games if the children are 
eager to continue… 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/m
aths-games/5-7-years/addition-
and-subtraction 

History: 

Listen to the story of ‘The Great Fire of 

London’. It is broken up in to 3 parts 

and is about 16 minutes long in total. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-

radio/history-great-fire-of-london-

story/z4xx7nb 

 

 

AND/OR read the story of ‘The Great 

Fire of London’ on this powerpoint. 

 
 
 
Can the children order the events on to 
the timeline? Don’t worry if you can’t 
print it. The children could look at the 
cards and sequence the sentences on a 
plain piece of paper or could make their 
own timeline! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMAwYNXMHno&safe=true
https://www.wordhippo.com/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-addition-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-addition-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-addition-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-addition-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-story/z4xx7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-story/z4xx7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-story/z4xx7nb
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Handwriting sheet: 

 
If you want to carry on 

practising, you could try 

writing the homophones 

we are learning in your 

neatest handwriting. 

 

REMEMBER: 

Letters should be HALF the 

size of your line except 

capitals, and the ascenders! 

 

Explore some other 

homophone with this fun 

interactive game ‘Pancake 

Panic!’ 

https://www.abcya.co

m/games/pancake_pa

nic_homophones 

 
 

On the Ning Nang Nong! by Spike Milligan 

 

 Read the poem On the Ning Nang Nong here:  

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/on-the-ning-nang-nong/ 

 

Now, play the audio recording of the poem as read by Spike Milligan. Discuss 

your child’s reaction to the poem – they might be surprised by the nonsense 

words! 

Some background information on Spike Milligan and his nonsense poetry can be 

found in the first two paragraphs here: About Spike Milligan  

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poet/spike-milligan/ 

(Note: Please avoid clicking on + Continue Reading tab as the content may not 

be considered age appropriate).  

 

Your first task today is to draw and label a picture of the Ning Nang Nong.  

 

What creatures and living things need to be included in your picture? (cows, 

monkeys, mice, trees). If you were to attach speech bubbles to the animals, what 

would they be saying? (Bong! BOO! Clang!) What other creatures or living things 

could you add? What might they be doing? What other noises might you hear?  

 

Remember it doesn’t matter how ridiculous your ideas are – you can be as 

creative as you like!  

 

Colour your picture to make it as attractive as possible.  

 

Now write some sentences to describe your version 

of the Ning Nang Nong. Remember to include 

details about all the living creatures that live there, 

the noises they make and what they do. You can use 

some adjectives (describing words) and include your 

own nonsense words too if you like!  

 

Remember to read back through your work to check 

for spelling and punctuation. 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.a

cademy/lessons/to-apply-

subtraction-strategies-to-solve-

equations 

 
Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online 

worksheet (go back to the video if need 

be), quiz 

IXL Skills – Level C – H.9, H.12, 

H.14,H.15, H.16, H.17, H.18 

 

 

Here is a link to lots of addition and 
subtraction games if the children are 
eager to continue… 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/m

aths-games/5-7-years/addition-

and-subtraction 

PE – Dance  
Re-tell the story through dance and 
drama following this programme: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-great-fire-of-london-
pudding-lane/zd8w47h 
 

 
 
The children are talked through the 

different movements as they ‘step in to 

the story’. There is a programme 

summary at the bottom if you feel that 

you need more guidance. This is a great 

opportunity for the children to really 

have fun with the story and we’re sure 

they will find it even more fun if you 

join in too!! 

 

Once you have finished your PE, unwind 

and cool down with a Great Fire of 

London word search! 

 

https://www.abcya.com/games/pancake_panic_homophones
https://www.abcya.com/games/pancake_panic_homophones
https://www.abcya.com/games/pancake_panic_homophones
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/on-the-ning-nang-nong/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poet/spike-milligan/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-subtraction-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-subtraction-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-subtraction-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-apply-subtraction-strategies-to-solve-equations
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-pudding-lane/zd8w47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-pudding-lane/zd8w47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-pudding-lane/zd8w47h
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Doodles and sentences  

 

Choose another 10 of the 

homophone words (words 

you didn’t use last week) to 

either draw your own 

cartoons to remember the 

meaning in future, or write 

a sentence which uses the 

word correctly. 

 

Don’t try to write 10 as 

sentences as this is quite a 

lot for some children! As 

they draw a doodle to 

remember the meaning, 

they could make up 

sentences to say out loud 

which would be just as 

helpful!  

 

Here’s an  example to get 

you started: 

 

Chocolate Cake by Michael Rosen  

With an adult, read together Chocolate Cake by Michael Rosen:  

https://www.uv.mx/personal/jomartinez/files/2011/08/Chocolate-Cake.pdf 

Now watch and enjoy Michael Rosen performing the poem here:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zh43cdm 

Make connections with the poem and compare the two versions. 

 Discuss – What did you think of the poem? Which version did you prefer? How 

were they similar/different? Did the poem remind you of anything? Have you 

ever craved a particular type of food like Michael craved the chocolate cake in 

the poem? 

 

Your child might comment that the piece resembles a story more than a poem 

and that during the performance piece, Rosen does not recite the poem exactly 

word for word. Use this opportunity to explain that some poems are not written 

in verse (free verse), do not need to rhyme, can vary in performance and can 

sometimes resemble more like the telling of a story!  

 

Re-read the poem together, pausing frequently and summarising what is 

happening in each section, e.g. First of all, Rosen explains why he likes chocolate 

cake so much. 

Then he wakes in the night thinking about the chocolate cake.  

After that, he sneaks downstairs to eat the remaining cake, etc.  

 

You are now going to plan to write your own version of Chocolate Cake. First of 

all, you need to decide what food your poem is going to be about.  

Now you are going to plan your poem. Think about the sequence (order) of your 

poem, e.g. why you like your chosen food so much, how you might wake in the 

night thinking about it, the act of sneaking downstairs into the kitchen, eating 

and enjoying it, etc. Create a plan similar to a story map, including each of the 

different sections above. Use pictures and key words to plan. Talk your planned 

sequence through with an adult.  

https://classroom.thenational.a

cademy/lessons/solving-word-

problems 

 

Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online 

worksheet (go back to the video if need 

be), quiz 

IXL Skills Level C – D.5, D.9, D.10, D.13, 

D.20, H.6, H.7, H.10, H.11, H.19, J.6 

 

 

 

Here is a link to lots of addition and 
subtraction games if the children are 
eager to continue… 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/m

aths-games/5-7-years/addition-

and-subtraction 

ART: 

Using an old jam jar and some black 

paper, can you create a silhouette? 

Once finished you could pop a tea light 

in the jam jar and once lit, it resembles 

The Great Fire of London. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
Use orange, yellow and red paints to 
create a fiery back ground and then add 
a silhouette of the buildings with either 
black paper or black paint.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can’t wait to see your creations! 

https://www.uv.mx/personal/jomartinez/files/2011/08/Chocolate-Cake.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zh43cdm
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/solving-word-problems
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/solving-word-problems
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/solving-word-problems
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
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Spelling challenge! 
The best way of testing 
homophones is to say each 
word in a sentence then the 
child has to think which 
word meaning would match 
so they can choose the right 
spelling.  
 
 
‘Leave me in peace!’ yelled 

my brother. 

I dropped a pea from my 

plate.  

Which cake would you like? 

Miss Smith ate the whole 

chocolate bar. 

The huge, terrifying bear 

stomped towards me. 

The Queen sits on her 

throne. 

I went to see a film at the 

cinema. 

I needed to pause my 

computer game. 

The brave knight fought the 

enemy. 

I spotted a beautiful deer in 

the woods. 

I stand on the scales to 

check my weight. 

I ate a tasty pizza for my 

tea. 

My mum always knows 

what to do. 

Smell the delicious scent of 

this flower. 

Re-watch and/or reread Chocolate Cake by Michael Rosen using one/both links 

from yesterday.  

 

Look and listen out today for actions and vocal noises that really help to bring 

the poem alive! Return to look at your plan for your own version based on your 

chosen food. On your plan, jot down an action or noise that you too may want 

to include in a particular section, e.g. oooooommmm, mmmmmmm, nice.  

 

Remember, you can create your own too!  

 

Write your own version of the poem based on your chosen food, using your plan 

to help you. Think carefully about how to sequence the events and phrases or 

noises you may want to use. You can use some of Michael Rosen’s and some of 

your own. 

 

Keep re-reading back through your poem to check it makes sense. 

 

Perform your poem for your household, making sure you too use lots of actions 

and noises to bring your performance alive! You may even choose to film your 

performance to send to us! 

https://classroom.thenational.a

cademy/lessons/solving-

comparison-word-problems 

 
Lesson includes:  

Introductory quiz, video, online 

worksheet (go back to the video if need 

be), quiz 

IXL Skills – Level C – K.3, K.5 

 

Times Tables Challenge 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Science: 

Unrelated to our Great Fire of London 

Topic but follow the link for some 

science work on habitats! 

https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/blog/e

xplorify-at-home-habitats 

First, watch the video: 'In the 
swim' shows lots of different marine 
life. Encourage your children to think 
about the different fish they see and 
talk about: 

 How do these animals move 
through the water? 

 Why are they coloured or 
patterned differently? 

 Why do some fish live in shoals 
and others live alone? 

Now watch the 
habitat change! Habitats change over 
time and in one year, a habitat 
responds to seasonal changes. Watch 
the season changes in this video below. 
It is a time-lapse sequence showing one 
woodland area changing in a year but 
speeded up a bit. 

Hands-on activity:  

Make a picture diary (or take 
photographs if you can) to show the 
changing view in a garden or from your 
window on a weekly basis? 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/solving-comparison-word-problems
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/solving-comparison-word-problems
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/solving-comparison-word-problems
https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/blog/explorify-at-home-habitats
https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/blog/explorify-at-home-habitats

