
Great Wood Home Learning Recommendations 

Year 4      June 8st- 12th  2020 

Hello 4H and 4F and Families, 

We hope you are all keeping healthy and happy. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

English English English English English  

Grammar, 
Punctuation, 
Spelling 

GPS GPS GPS GPS  

Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active  

Maths Maths Maths Maths Maths  

Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active  

Science Topic Art French/Music RE  

 

Maths: Remember the daily order of activities on IXL: 

1. Ten minutes independent work on Diagnostics. 

2. Recommendations. 

3. Teacher’s suggestions. 

 

You might also be reinforcing skills you want to practise again on IXL (like times tables or division), 

or you might be exploring something for a challenge, and these are both fine. Just remember to 

click on, “I don’t know this yet” if you are stuck and the site will lead you to more accurately pitched 

recommendations and you can progress from there. 

 

Just like at school, think of our Maths Mantra.  

 Do I know the answer? 

 Can I work it out in my head? 

 Do I need to do some jottings? 

 Do I need to use a written method? 

 

You can have some paper and pencil for jottings next to your device during IXL! 

English: You will see a Week 7 timetable of reading activities attached on a PDF. There are links to texts 

and videos. This week it’s all about  “Inspirational People”. 

Mrs Harris reading all of “The French Confection” is on the school website if you haven’t already heard it. 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS): IXL GPS suggestions. 

Science: The Science topic is Sound and so it will be linked to Music this half-term. 

Topic, Art, French, Music, RE:  More learning ideas for The Mayan Civilisation this week.  

Let your teacher know how you are getting along using your own email. Send us a photo! 

Ask your parents to help or do it by yourself. 

Great Wood is providing you with options and choices to promote learning but does not wish to put undue 

pressure on children and families at this time. What is recommended will consolidate areas that the children 

have already covered and when we return to school teachers will make sure all gaps in learning are filled. 

Please contact your child’s teacher by email if you have questions.  

 



 

 

Topic, Art, French, Science, Music, RE  for week beginning 8th  June 2020 

Topic: The Maya Civilisation 

When you are doing research on the internet, remember what we discussed about obtaining information 

suitable for you. Your adults at home can help. After your search question, type: 

…for kids     or     ….for children 

Or you may remember we used the search engine Kiddle which is Google but for children! Just Google it! 

Learning suggestions for Week 7 : 

1.   Two short films about the Maya people: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86F10IrvVus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6eBJjdca14 

After watching these, can you think of three similarities between the ancient Mayans and 

the ancient Egyptians? 

 

2. The Maya number System. 

The Mayan number system dates back to the fourth century and was approximately 1 000 years more advanced 

than the Europeans of that time! They even had a zero, which was more advanced than the Romans!  

Our number system today is based on tens. They used a base 20 number system. It is believed that this was because 

the Mayans lived in a warm climate and rarely needed to wear shoes and therefore 20 was the total number of 

fingers and toes they could count with. There were two important markers in this system: 20, which relates to all the 

fingers and toes; and five, which relates to the number of digits on one hand or foot. 

Here are the ancient Maya symbols for numbers zero to nineteen.  

 

Can you use the internet to find the symbol for twenty? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RE 
See attachment to this email. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86F10IrvVus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6eBJjdca14


 

French week 7:  

 

French week 7: Listen to Mrs Harris reading the story - ‘La Chasse à lours’ 

What is this book called in English? How much can you understand in French? (Use the 

pictures, and what you know about the story already, to help you.) 

 

 

Music week 7: Click to watch the video of Mayan children playing traditional instruments. 

Look carefully to see which instruments make percussive sounds (that is sounds without a 

tune, only giving a rhythm). What do you think they are made of? Are any of their 

instruments 'pitched' instruments? (Pitched means giving a note, or several notes, as you 

would expect in a tune that you sing or play on an instrument such as the recorder.) 

 

 

Science week 7: 

SOUND 

Read through the Lesson Presentation on Twinkl. I have tried to attach it to this email but if the link 

doesn’t work, you can go to Twinkl and search for Sound Year 4. This is lesson 4. (The previous 

lessons were about the workings of the inner ear and sound waves. You are free to explore them if 

you are interested but this one is more practical.) 

Try and find something at home that can make a sound and cause a vibration. Try twanging a ruler or 

a metal spoon. If you have the things already at home, you could try making the string telephone, but 

don’t go and buy anything specially. Vibrations are most easily felt on our lips. Does a louder sound 

make a bigger or smaller vibration? What do you think? Try to find out. Have fun but be careful! 

 

ART 

Mayan people have always been famous for weaving beautiful fabrics. Maybe you could have a 

go at weaving. You would need to make a frame out of strong cardboard or a paper plate and 

then cut some slits into it (don’t make them too close together). You would need some scraps 

of wool or string, but you could also use cut-up strips of fabric too.  

You have two weeks for this. 

 

     
 

https://youtu.be/xmuiqHf95bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8ee3RrSbJQ


       
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Other ideas that you may find fun or interesting: 

Create a Quiz 

 You could create a quiz on a subject in which you are an expert e.g. 

football, music, maths, Pokémon…… 

 Ask an adult if you can FaceTime or phone a friend who would enjoy the 

quiz; someone with similar interests to you. 

 Or use the internet to find some facts about an area that you maybe 

don’t know much about, but would like to make a quiz on e.g. 

geography, history or science, animals, books etc. 

 Give the quiz to your family (you would be the quizmaster), or email it to 

your teachers and we’ll try to answer your questions! 

Make a garden mobile 

When you go out on a walk, or to the park, take a bag and collect twigs of different sizes, 

pine cones, spruce fronds etc. You need some string to tie them together in different ways, 

and you have to keep dangling them to see if they balance whilst you are adding different 

items. Here are the ones I made (don’t laugh!).  You can hang them in the garden or 

backyard, or in your window. You could add beads or buttons, or just keep them natural. 



       

 

Treat a teacher!                       

Could you ask an adult to email us a little video clip of you reading something? Anything 

you like! 

We miss hearing you read, although we are sure you are keeping up your regular reading at 

home. It would be a treat for us to hear you read a little something! 

Ideas: 

 A poem. 

 An extract from a favourite book (we could try to guess which one!). 

 Facts from a non- fiction book. 

 A conversation from a book where you could do the different voices. 

We look forward to hearing them via email! 

 

Our value for June is Independence. 

Try to think of something you could learn to do independently. Sensible ideas please! Not 

skydiving, abseiling or driving a car!  

It may be something that your adults could show you first and then you would need to 

practise……. 

Ideas: 



 Fastening your shoelaces. 

 Putting on a bed sheet and pillowcases. 

 Putting on a duvet cover, if you are feeling ambitious! 

 Skipping: forwards and backwards, fast like a boxer, slower for fifty skips. 

 Loading the dishwasher (there is a system to this, and an adult will show you how to do 

it properly). If you don’t use a dishwasher, then organise a wash-up in the sink. There is 

a system to this as well! Complex stuff, washing-up! 

 Pairing up all the pairs of socks that come out of the dryer or off the washing line and 

folding them into a ball- there is a trick to this.  

 Sort out the recycling.  Ask an adult to help you categorise the stuff; paper, card, plastic 

etc. 

 Make a salad. Ask a parent to show you how to safely chop tomatoes, cucumber, 

cheese….maybe a salad onion (those long thin ones)….. or even a red onion (these are 

tricky to chop, but delicious). You could mix a little salad dressing with some oil, salt and 

pepper, and a squeeze of lemon. Have a look on the internet for other salad ingredients. 

 

Photos, please!        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


