
Great Wood Recommendations Year 1 

Week 3 Week beginning 4th May 2020 

Dear 1R and 1V, 

It was lovely to speak to lots of you last week. It sounds like you are doing amazing things at home, so keep 

up the good work!  Please remember that these are recommendations to give ideas for learning at home 

and we do not want to put any pressure on you to complete everything.  

We have enjoyed seeing some activities that the children are getting up to at 

home. Miss Reade was very impressed with ‘George Gardner’s World’ plant 

video and Arthur’s excellent plant drawings. On IXL, well done to Scarlett, 

Layton and Phoebe for answering so many questions! 

We have been pleased to see most children using IXL and answering lots of questions on this. If you 

haven’t already, please have a go at the ‘diagnostic area’ of IXL, which asks a selection of questions to 

assess where your child is at in maths. Please encourage your child to click ‘I haven’t been taught this yet’ if 

they do not know the answer. After the diagnostic area has been completed, IXL will then recommend 

more activities pitched at your child’s level, so it is a useful thing to do. Please do not worry if you haven’t 

done this yet, we understand that families are busy and there is no rush. You can keep coming back to the 

diagnostic area regularly for new, up to date recommendations. 

Some parents expressed a little concern that their child might forget some of the writing skills that they 

have learnt this year.  To help with this we thought it might be a good idea for the children to write a little 

diary entry each day. We have written an example to show you what your child’s could look like. 

Thank you for the ongoing support, please remember that we are available by email and phone call if you 

wish to discuss anything about your child. 

Best wishes, 

Miss Reade and Mr Vincent. 

Great Wood is providing you with options and choices to promote learning but does not wish to put undue 

pressure on children and families at this time. What is recommended will consolidate areas that the 

children have already covered and when we return to school teachers will make sure all gaps in learning are 

filled. Please contact your child’s teacher by email if you have questions. 

 

 

Our recommendations for Maths 

This week we are focusing on measure, including length, weight/ mass and capacity. There are plenty of 

practical activities you can do from your home, such as lining up items in size order, ordering by weight or 

filling containers with different amounts of water.  



 

1) IXL Online https://uk.ixl.com/  Click suggestions from your teacher to find the measurement 

activities for this week. Please try the diagnostic section of the website too! 

 

2) Oak National Academy https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-

1/maths#subjects 

This website has 10 free online lessons, quizzes and activities to teach your child about length and 

mass. We do not expect you to do all the lessons! 

 

3) https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/measures 

More online games about measures! 

 

4) You can explore length and mass practically in the home, for 

example: 

Can you measure how many strides each room in your house is? 

Can you measure how many hand spans objects such as your fridge or a table is? 

If you have a ruler, can you measure how many centimetres tall your toys are? 

Can you line objects up in order of weight?  

Can you weigh objects using grams?  

Maybe you could weigh ingredients and bake something! 

 

 

5) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8 BBC Bitesize has free lessons 

and activities for all subjects, you could play some of the games and watch the videos in the maths 

section. 

English Suggestions 

We recommend Phonics Play and Espresso are the best sites to practise phonics. 

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/ (Username: march20 home) 

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item63425/gradef/index

.html Username: student18441 Password: greatwood 

 

The Highway Rat 

This week the children are encouraged to listen to The Highway     

Rat by Julia Donaldson. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkVoYeCLIXU -Listen to the story here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09kkt1k/the-highway-rat -Watch the video here 

Can your child describe the Highway Rat?        Could they write a list of the foods that the Highway Rat takes? 
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https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/measures
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item63425/gradef/index.html
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item63425/gradef/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkVoYeCLIXU
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Diary writing 

Writing a diary entry is a great way to ensure your child continues to remember the writing skills we have 

been learning in year 1. Your diary entry does not need to be long.  Two or three sentences each day is 

enough.  We would really like to make sure that the children are using the following: 

 Capital letters at the start of a sentence and for names 

 Finger spaces between words 

 Full stops at the end of sentences 

 Try to use the word ‘and’ to extend sentences 

 

 

 

 

Miss Reade’s Diary 

Monday 

On Monday I rang some of the children in my class.  It was lovely to speak to them.  In the 

afternoon I went for a run and then I made pasta for tea. It was delicious. 

Tuesday 

On Tuesday I did a Joe Wicks workout in the living room. In the afternoon, I rode my horse. 

My horse is called Aladdin.  

Wednesday 

On Wednesday, I went for a walk. After lunch, I spoke to Mr Vincent on the phone and we 

planned some activities for you to do this week. 

 

George has already started a diary, this is an extract that he 

wrote last month. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Topic suggestions: 

 

This week, we are learning about how we have changed since we were a baby.  

 

1) Can you email a picture of you when you were a baby? We can then play 

‘guess who?” and try to work out who everyone is. 

 

2) Watch an episode of ‘My Very First’. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p086ss4n/my-very-first 

 

3) Find out and learn when your birthday is. 

 

4) Can you draw a timeline from when you were a baby, toddler, in 

Reception, and now in Year 1? 

 

Active Recommendation: 

Try dancing along to some of these active videos, they have good learning links too! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-collection/zbr4scw 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-length-height/zdrx92p This dance video is all about 

length and maths which related to our maths this week. 

Can you 

recognise 

Miss Reade? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p086ss4n/my-very-first
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-collection/zbr4scw
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