
Tawhid and Shirk



• To describe what is meant by the term Tawhid.

• To explain how this leads to the sin of Shirk.

• To reflect on the idea of Shirk and make a judgement on it.

• To be able to describe the nature of God and one of the main sins in 
Islam.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



‘There is no 
god but Allah, 

and 
Muhammad is 
the messenger 

of Allah’

The Shahadah

The Shahadah is the Muslim declaration of faith. It is something all 
Muslims must believe in. It says:

1. What can you learn about 
Islam from this statement? 
With your partner, write your 
ideas on your whiteboard.

2. Hold your whiteboards up so I 
can see your answers.



This belief in 
one God is 
known as 
Tawhid.

The Shahadah

‘There is no god 
but Allah, and 
Muhammad is 
the messenger 

of Allah’

Today we 
are going to 
focus on the 

first part 
of the 

Shahadah.



What is Tawhid?

In its basic form, Tawhid is 
a very simple idea. 
It is just the assertion that 
there is only one God.

Islam is therefore a 
monotheistic religion. 
This is a religion that 
only believes in one God.



What is Tawhid?

However, believing in Tawhid also implies other facts about God.

Surah 112 of the Qur’an is very important to Muslims wishing to learn 
about the nature of God. Read the quote below and make a list of all the 
things implied by their belief in Tawhid.

He is Allah, the One and only!
Allah, the eternal absolute!
He is the father of none, and none is his father.
And there is none like unto him.

Qur’an 112



How is Islam different to 
Christianity?

Like Islam, Christianity is a monotheistic religion that only believes in 
one God.

However, to Christians, God has three parts (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).

He is Allah, the One and only!
Allah, the eternal absolute!
He is the father of none, and none is his father.
And there is none like unto him.

Qur’an 112

Muslims deny this as seen in the part of the text underneath. To Muslims, 
God is one being and cannot be separated.



The Sin of Shirk

As we have seen, Tawhid is one of the most important beliefs in Islam.

Shirk is anything which denies Tawhid.

It is considered a terrible sin in Islam.

The Qur’an says it is a sin God does not forgive (4:48).



The Sin of Shirk

There are two types of Shirk:

Greater Shirk – where a person 
denies that there is one God or acts 
in a way that implies they think 
this. This includes giving God 
partners.

Lesser Shirk – an action or belief 
that puts something before Allah. 
This could lead to Greater Shirk.

Read the Shirk case studies. For each one, 
say if it is Greater or Lesser Shirk.



• To describe what is meant by the term Tawhid.

• To explain how this leads to the sin of Shirk.

• To reflect on the idea of Shirk and make a judgement on it.

• To be able to describe the nature of God and one of the main sins in 
Islam.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria

Did you achieve today’s aims?



Answers

Slide 4

Slide 7

Answers could include – Muslims only believe in one God; Muslims believe 
in prophets; comments on the importance of Allah and Muhammad; 
Muhammad is only a messenger from God and not divine.

Answers could include – There is only one God; God is unique; Nothing 
existed before him; He has no children; He will exist forever.




