
Great Wood Home Learning Recommendations 

Year 2     18th - 2nd May 2020 
Hello 2S and 2H, 

Again, we have loved receiving pictures and emails letting us know what you have been getting up to. The board games we received looked fantastic and we really hope you enjoyed 

creating and playing them. We also love checking in on our IXL teacher accounts and celebrating your achievements alongside you. Even though we are not with you, we are still so proud of 

all of your efforts.    

We hope it gives the children a real boost seeing their friends’ smiley faces. We know that it certainly gives us a boost. Please remember to send any pictures 

through by Thursday if you would like them to be included next week. We won’t be sending a timetable next week due to it being half term but we will still send 

out any pictures that we receive from this week. We’d particularly love to see your dinosaur junk modelling, sun hats and Richard Owen work. 

There are a few more attachments than in previous weeks; too many to attach to an email! Therefore we ask that you find them on the Great Wood website and 

download them. There is no need to print any of these if you don’t want to; they are to explain tasks, can be copied down or can be answered on a separate piece 

of paper. We have labelled each file with the correct day to make it a little easier. If you have problems accessing the files don’t hesitate to get in touch. Files on 

this page: https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/  

Maths 

This week mainly focuses on addition and subtraction skills. We have linked the games and activities as closely as possible to IXL activities, but there is a key 

difference. On IXL many simple calculations are laid out in what we call ‘column method’ style which the children in Year 2 have not been exposed to at all in 

school. The main reason for this is that we encourage mental calculations as much as possible or written in the form of drawings to strengthen understanding of mathematical 

understanding of the numbers involved. However, if you explain to the children that it may look different but all they need to do is look at the symbol and numbers (same as usual) and the 

way they can work out the problems is exactly the same (either mentally or by drawing base ten). On IXL look for the  ‘skills recommended by your teacher’ section (changed on Sunday). 

We suggest you spend 10 minutes here and there practising these skills at home, to keep up your child’s interest in the challenges.  

 

Reading and Phonics  

★ Reading: Try to keep reading for pleasure as much as you can at home. Keep that brain muscle sharp by reading a variety of things each day. This could be fiction, non-fiction, 

recipes, instructions, magazines, subtitles on your TV or suitable websites.  

★ Listening to audiobooks: An absolutely fantastic resource is https://stories.audible.com/discovery. This is usually quite expensive, but they have made all their children’s books free 

for the entirety of lockdown. It also means that children can enjoy stories together and listen at the same time. A lovely thing to do whilst drawing or making lego models etc. 

★ Phonics: To keep up word reading skills, the website we would recommend is phonics play. The children are used to all of the games as we use this website a lot at school so know 

how to use the site independently once logged in. In year 2 we aim to consolidate and practise spelling and reading of all sounds so any activity on the website is suitable.  

 

PE and Keeping Active 

The beautiful weather has returned and long may it continue! We hope that you are still enjoying some fresh air or keep physically active from your homes.It is super important to keep the 

body active especially when spending so much time at home. These are our recommendations for daily exercise (or perhaps even more than once daily!) 

● Joe Wicks 

● Cosmic Yoga 

● Strictly Come Dancing video tutorials 

● Andy Wild’s workouts 

● Go Noodle 

 

https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/
https://stories.audible.com/discovery


Dinosaurs Topic 

In our final week of our Dinosaur topic,  we will be learning about a famous local fossil finder.  We know that lots of children have been enthused about this topic! We would recommend 

these child friendly websites if your child wants to do research and find out more. DKfind out https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/ and Britcannica School (foundation level)  

https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/ (school ID is lvschool to login).  

 

Another reminder to use this timetable in a way that best suits your family’s needs, there is no expectation for you to complete every single activity! All Maths and English we have set for 

home learning intends to embed and reinforce prior learning rather than introduce new concepts and skills to children. We will pick up where we left off when we are finally back in school. 

Feel free to explore the websites we have directed you to such as IXL, espresso and BBC bitesize but be mindful we may direct you to other activities at a later date. 

 

 

Stay safe and keep washing those hands!! 

Miss Smith and Miss Heys  

 

Essential login details for this week:  

Espresso discovery 
education  
login: student18441 
password: greatwood 
 
if you are accessing 
espresso from google 
please see search term 
to find activity on plan. 

IXL  
use your child’s 
personal login details 
sent in email. 

Phonics play  
login: march20 
password: home 

Independent 
activities 
(children can 
complete 
without help) 
highlighted in 
this colour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/dinosaur/
https://register.britannica.co.uk/Lancashire_Virtual_School/
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Spellings for this week:  
 
 
rake 
snail 
shaded 
apron 
clay 
weighed 
eight 
play 
baby 
alien 
Investigate this spelling rule 
plus a game!  
https://new.phonicsplay.co.
uk/resources/phase/5/alt-
spellings-ai 
 
 
 
boat 
spoke 
toasted 
goal 
toe 
blow 
pillow 
coast 
float 
 
Investigate this spelling rule 
plus a game!  
https://new.phonicsplay.co.
uk/resources/phase/5/alt-
spellings-oa 
 
 

Discuss with your child: What do you already know 

about birds? What questions might you have about 

birds? E.g. Can all birds fly? What is the smallest/ 

biggest bird in the world? Where do birds live? Over 

the next two weeks, your research will hopefully help 

you in answering some of your questions! Ask your 

child to write down any questions they may have, 

reminding them to use question marks. Watch What 

are Birds?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/artic

les/zyd6hyc 

Ask, what do you know about birds now? Watch the 

clip a few times, each time pausing to allow your child 

to record key facts. Perhaps you could record 

different facts on sticky notes and make a fact poster. 

Now watch All About Birds: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jF0Id-hH9y4 

Record more key facts on sticky notes. Have any of 

your questions been answered already? Begin to pick 

out some new words and talk about their meaning, 

e.g. vertebrates, bill, habitat, camouflage. Use Word 

Hippo: https://www.wordhippo.com/ 

to look up new words and find out what they mean. 

Practise putting any new words into new sentences. 

Number of the Week Mat - please download 

from website: 

https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/ 

The maths mat sheet is attached to email and 

available on the year two website. Either print or 

look at on screen and write answers on paper.  

 

There is also an example of how we would like 

the mat filled in. Certain instructions may not be 

as familiar to you but the children have been 

taught all the skills required to fill it in already.   

 

If your child is hungry for more, you can replicate 

the mat with any number you like!  

 

 
 

 

Science: Materials detective activity  

 

Investigate how materials can be shaped.  

 

 
As you search for materials, discuss the meaning of 

these words with the children: 

bendy, flexible, rigid, stiff, absorbent, stretchy, 

waterproof, transparent, translucent, opaque 

The idea of this activity is to really make the children 

think about what we use particular materials for and 

why these usually have similar properties.  

Eg.  

We use absorbent and stretchy materials for 

sportswear because we sweat when playing sports 

and need to be able to move lots.  

We use rigid and waterproof materials to make tables 

so they are sturdy and don’t absorb liquids if we spill.  

 

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/alt-spellings-ai
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/alt-spellings-ai
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/alt-spellings-ai
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/alt-spellings-oa
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/alt-spellings-oa
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/alt-spellings-oa
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zyd6hyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zyd6hyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jF0Id-hH9y4
https://www.wordhippo.com/
https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/
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Practise spelling the long ‘ai’ 

sound. 

IXL Skills (Level D) 

 E.9 

 

Worksheet attached on 

email - no need to print but 

the children could have a go 

at writing all the words. 

 
 

Wordsearch game (click on 

which sound you would like 

to focus on) 

http://www.ictgames.com/

mobilePage/phonicFinder/in

dex.html  

 

A quick fire coconut game 

where the children have to 

choose the correct long 

vowel to make a word. 

 

https://www.arcademics.co

m/games/coconuts 

Read pages 4-7 of the RSPB Nature Birds Guide. This 

could be by reading the text to your child or by 

reading a paragraph, or page, to each other. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RS

PB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html 

(You will need to register with LoveReading4Kids to 

view the extract. Membership is free).  

 

Return to the Birdwatcher’s Code on p5 (the second 

page of the extract). Re-read and discuss. Create a 

poster on how to be a respectful birdwatcher. Use 

colours and illustrate your poster with care.  

 

 

 

 

Adding and finding the difference card game - 

please download from website: 

https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/ 

Watch this handy video which explains how to 

play. (Please note: there are multiple versions of 

the game and we would like you to try only 

adding and finding the difference - the rules are 

the same so please watch instructions even 

though it’s for multiplication.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1LzdjBVk28 

 

Addition example/difference example: 

 
 

1 player version: (either + or -) 
● Remove kings from the deck. A=1, J=11, 

Q=12 for reference. 
● Get two roughly equal piles of cards. 

Turn one card from each pile over at 
the same time. 

2 Player version (either + or -) 
● Deal cards between two players face 

down until all cards are handed out.  
● Both people turn over a card at the 

same time so each player can see it.  
● The first person to say the answer gets 

to keep the cards.  
 

IXL activities to compliment this game: 

● C.1 - C.10  

● G.1 -G.10 

 

 

 

Art challenge: 

Try to make your favourite dinosaur out of junk modelling. 

Here are some examples to give you some inspiration: 

 

 

 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/phonicFinder/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/phonicFinder/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/phonicFinder/index.html
https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts
https://www.arcademics.com/games/coconuts
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RSPB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RSPB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html
https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1LzdjBVk28
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Practise spelling the long ‘o’ 

sound 

IXL Skills (Level D) 

E.12 

 

 

Worksheet attached on 

email - no need to print but 

the children could have a go 

at writing all the words. 

 
 

 

Practise reading and 

choosing long vowel sounds 

on IXL. 

IXL Skills (Level D) 

E.1, E.2, E.3, E.4, 

Wordsearch game (click on 

which sound you would like 

to focus on) 

http://www.ictgames.com/

mobilePage/phonicFinder/in

dex.html  

Read pages 8-11 of the RSPB Nature Birds Guide. This 

could be by reading the text to your child or by 

reading a paragraph, or page, to each other.  

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RS

PB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html 

(You will need to register with LoveReading4Kids to 

view the extract. Membership is free).  

 

Return to pp 10-11, What do birds do all year? Using 

a paper plate if you have one (or a large circle drawn 

on paper), split it into quarters.  

Label each quarter with a season. Using the 

information from the text, write down what the 

swallow does in each season. You can make your own 

sentences using key words from the text to help you. 

Colour and decorate your seasonal circle to make it 

attractive.  

 

Enjoy listening to Follow the Swallow by Julia 

Donaldson using the link here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6E2rE0YKBA&s

afe=true 

When you hear about Apollo the swallow in the story, 

can you make links with some of the facts you’ve 

recorded on your seasonal plate? 

 

 

 

The Gingerbread Man Problem - please 

download from website: 

https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/ 

 

We would recommend reading this problem 

through a few times before showing it to your 

child. There is a handy explanation of what maths 

the activity focuses on, too. Download sheet from 

Year 2 page on website.  

We would start off by drawing a very simple 

picture to show the amount of legs. Your child 

can use this as a visual base to begin exploring the 

possibilities. 

 

● It might be that you begin with 

combinations of two animals that would 

equal 12. Discuss when you know you 

have found all the possibilities. 

● Then take it further by finding 

combinations of three, four or even 

more to make 12 legs.  

● We would encourage the children to 

draw pictures of problems when 

needed to understand so feel free to 

label the drawings with legs and 

perhaps accompany it with a 

calculation.  

 

IXL recommended activities: 

● B.2 , B.6, B.7, B.8 

 

Science: Design a sun hat challenge.  

 

Use your knowledge of materials to design a sun hat. 

Choose materials that will fit the brief. Discuss what 

descriptive words the materials would need to be (eg. soft, 

opaque, rigid etc) to match the criteria.  

 

Your sunhat must: 

● provide shade for your face in sunny weather  

● be comfortable to wear  

● absorb sweat in hot weather  

● look awesome 

 

 

Materials you could use in your design from around the 

house: 

brown paper bag, greaseproof paper, cling film, plastic 

wallet, paper clips, paper, selotape, tissue, kitchen towel, 

cotton wool, material scraps, cardboard, clothes pegs.  

 

Label your design with the materials you have chosen and 

even perhaps with why you have chosen it.  

 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/phonicFinder/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/phonicFinder/index.html
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/phonicFinder/index.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RSPB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RSPB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6E2rE0YKBA&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6E2rE0YKBA&safe=true
https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/
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Practise reading and 

choosing long vowel sounds 

on IXL. 

IXL Skills (Level D) 

 E.5, E.6, E.7, E.8 

 

Practise your spelling words 

in a sentence. 

CHALLENGE: 

Can you make a sentence 

which includes a word with 

an ‘ai’ and ‘ow’ sounds.  

You could even try to 

include a few different 

spellings of the sounds.  

For a further challenge you 

could try to include the long 

vowel sounds from last 

week: ie, ee, u 

 

Today you are going to find out all about feathers! 

Watch Feathers: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMKOWKQgAcs

&safe=true 

This clip becomes progressively more challenging so 

will require ongoing discussion with an adult, though 

you may not choose to watch it all! After each point 

made in the clip, pause to explain and discuss with 

your child. Use the opportunity to expand on 

technical vocabulary, e.g. display, insulation. 

Reinforce your understanding by now watching Look 

Closely at Feathers – Nat Geo Kids. (Be warned, the 

narrator talks very fast! Hence, you may want to 

watch this more than once!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9coPAfwNPEU&

safe=true 

Read together pp12-13 of the RSPB Nature Birds 

Guide.  

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RS

PB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html 

Read particularly closely the sections ‘Feathers’ and 

‘Moulting’. Discuss all the new found facts you have 

learned about feathers. Following your discussion, 

write some of your own sentences about feathers. 

Imagine your information on feathers is going to 

feature in a book about birds for children your age. 

Check for punctuation and spelling together. 

Last One Loses Game - please download from 

website: 

https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/ 

 

The children will recognise this game from school!  

We play this whenever we can to practise 

counting in multiples and the children love it. At 

school, we have lots of players and wait until we 

have the last one standing, but the principle of 

the game is the same - it’s been adapted for 

fewer players. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkh0UayhsU

c 

Watch the video to find out how to play.  

We would only recommend playing the game 

with 2s, 5s, 10s, and possibly the 3s timetables. 

 

It is not cheating to have the tables written in 

front of the children (we often have a 100 square 

with the numbers highlighted they are supposed 

to count for each table). The idea is to practise 

and then stop using it when they are comfortable 

and confident. 

 

 
You could create a league table to see how many 

games each person joining in with the game has 

won! 

 

IXL recommended activities: 

● A.9 - counting by 2s, 5s, and 10s 

 

Science: Make a sun hat challenge.  

 

Use your design and collect the materials you will need to 

make your sun hat. 

 

Remember your sunhat must: 

● provide shade for your face in sunny weather  

● be comfortable to wear  

● absorb sweat in hot weather  

● look awesome 

 

 

Materials you could use in your design from around the 

house: 

brown paper bag, greaseproof paper, cling film, plastic 

wallet, paper clips, paper, selotape, tissue, kitchen towel, 

cotton wool, material scraps, cardboard, clothes pegs.  

 

We’d love to see pictures of you wearing your fantastic 

sunhats! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMKOWKQgAcs&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMKOWKQgAcs&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9coPAfwNPEU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9coPAfwNPEU&safe=true
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RSPB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17017/RSPB-Nature-Guide-Birds-by-Catherine-Brereton.html
https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkh0UayhsUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkh0UayhsUc
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Home spelling challenge 

with your family.  

snail 
shaded 
clay 
weighed 
eight 
baby 
 
boat 
spoke 
toasted 
toe 
pillow 
coast 
 

Today you may choose to either continue your 

information page on feathers, or create a new page 

of amazing facts on birds. Watch Interesting Facts 

About Birds: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mu6b3u_95Ts&

safe=true 

Re-watch and pause after facts that particularly 

amaze you! Write down each of your favourite 

amazing facts and then draw a star burst outline 

around each fact. Remember each fact must be in a 

clear sentence. Check for punctuation and spelling 

too. Create a poster or page full of amazing facts on 

birds. Make your page as bright and colourful as 

possible. Astonish your family with these amazing 

facts! 

Place Value Steps Game- please download from 

website: 

https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ze_WJanOk

Dw 

He does say on the video that you need to 

download and print a sheet but you don’t need 

to.. If you have a pen and paper you can just draw 

it.  

 
Use sets of 15-20 number cards. If you are playing 

against each other you could choose from the 

same deck of number cards. 

 

We  recommend these sets of numbers to try:  

● 0-20 

● 10-30 

● jumps up in tens (eg. 12, 22, 32, 42, 52, 

62 etc) 

● counting in 2s, 5s, or, 10s (eg, 2, 4, 6, 8, 

10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 etc) 

 

Topic: Richard Owen 

 
Please find attached the email, a fact file of Sir Richard 

Owen. The children can find out more about this Lancaster 

born scientist and try to answer the questions below the 

factfile to find out how much they have learnt.  

 

As we would now be breaking up for our half term, we will 

not be sending out a timetable for next week but if you 

would like a project for over the half term then why not 

write a report on Richard Owen containing many facts 

about the famous fossil expert? 

Try to: 

● Make sure that you present the report neatly and 

focus on handwriting. 

● Punctuate every sentence with the correct 

punctuation and try to use a range of 

punctuation. 

● Use some really exciting vocabulary. 

● Join ideas together by using words like and, but, 

so, because. 

 

We would LOVE to see your creations. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mu6b3u_95Ts&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mu6b3u_95Ts&safe=true
https://www.greatwood.lancs.sch.uk/year-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ze_WJanOkDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ze_WJanOkDw

