
IXL guidance on accessing the skills  

suggested by your teacher 

Please note the screen shots are taken from the test version of IXL, which was set up for Year 6.  

When you first log in to IXL on a computer or laptop through the internet, the learning page will 

be displayed with the suggested skills from your teacher. This shows the skills allocated by your 

teacher to practise each week.   

 

If you click on the drop down arrow, it will display all the skills individually.  The ‘book’ icon is for an 

English skill and the ‘pyramid’ icon is for a Maths skill. You can click on the book or pyramid icon 

to select only English or Maths skills. 

 

If you are using the ixl app on a phone, when you log in the screen will look like this. 

 

 

 

You will see that it comes up with Maths.  This will show all the Maths 

skills for your level.  The ones highlighted are the ones that have been 

suggested by your teacher for that week. 

You can click on the drop down arrow to select English skills. Again it 

will show you all the skills for that level. 

You will see in a bubble            from your teacher.  Click on this and it 

will take you directly to the skills suggested by your teacher for that 

week.  



If you are using the ixl app on a tablet, when you log in the screen will look like this.            

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you select the suggested skill to practise and you are not sure how to answer it, you can 

click on ‘Learn with an example’.  This will guide you through the question and revise teaching 

points, then you can have a go at the related questions. There are examples for Maths and 

English skills. 

                                       

 

 

                         

 

 

There are two tabs at the top of the screen. One for Maths and 

one for English. If you click on these it will show you all the skills 

for Maths or English for your level. 

You will also notice the icons in the top right hand corner of the 

screen. You need to click on the         to see the skills that have 

been suggested by your teacher for that week.  

 

 

 

 



IXL guidance on completing the diagnostic tool 

‘Step into the arena’ 

 

When you are using IXL on a laptop or computer via the internet or through a web browser on your 

phone or tablet, you will have noticed that recommendations come up on the home page. Please 

note this will not come up on the ixl app.  These recommendations are based on the type of 

questions you have already answered and the ones which you need more practice on.  These are 

tailored to you individually.  In order to make these more accurate to your learning needs, we 

would like you to step into the diagnostic arena. In order to do this you need to access the IXL 

website through a web browser –as the diagnostic area is not on the app.  

 

Click on the ‘Diagnostic’ tab in the green area at the top of the page.  It will display a screen like 

this.  Click on ‘Step into the arena’. Once you step into the arena, there are a number of questions 

that it will ask you to answer in order to make an accurate diagnosis.  The questions are only 

Maths related, there is not a diagnostic tool for English skills. 

 

 

We would like you to answer these questions on your own without a parent, adult or older sibling 

helping you, in order for it to be an independent assessment. If you do not know how to answer a 

question, there is an option at the bottom right of the page.  Please click on this. 

 



 

There are around 60-75 questions to answer, depending on the age of the child, and we would not 

expect you to answer these all in one go.  We suggest that you answer them over a number of 

days. As you are answering them, it will say that you have completed some of the levels for each 

section. You can view how well you are doing; it will show you your overall level, split into each 

strand of Maths.  

 

 

You will notice that, based on your completed questions, ixl will recommend skills for you to 

practise.  You will know when you have fully completed the diagnostic tool, when all the bars have 

turned into stars. 

 

When you have completed the diagnosis, every time you log in there will be recommended skills 

based on your own personal learning needs for Maths (as well as the suggested skills from your 

teacher). We will be recommending, as part of your home learning, that you complete a diagnosis 

exercise each week (this will only be 10 questions), so that the ixl recommendations keep in line 

with your learning and progress.  

 


