
Great Wood Home Learning Recommendations 

Year 4      May 4th - 8th   2020 

Hello 4H and 4F! Hope you and your families are all well. The teachers enjoyed having a phone chat to 

many of you this week, so thank you! 

Here is the suggested timetable again and some explanation of the activities we have sent for you to do at 

home.  

Remember, you don’t have to do it this way! You can create your own timetable that fits in with your home 

life. The activities are suggestions, not obligations, so please don’t feel under pressure. 

Please use your own email this week and send your teachers a message if you haven’t already, or even if 

you want to send another one!  We love any photos of your work, art, crafts, games or fun in the garden! 

Keep in touch! 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

English English English English English 

Grammar, Punctuation, 
Spelling 

GPS GPS GPS GPS 

Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active 

Maths Maths Maths Maths Maths 

Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active 

Science Topic Art French/Music RE 

 

Maths:  

Almost all Y4 children have managed to log in to IXL and get involved with the teacher suggestions and the 

Diagnostics last week. Please try it if you haven’t already done so and do some diagnostics as often as you 

can!  Answer those diagnostic questions independently so the site can get an accurate view of exactly what 

maths to recommend to you. IXL uses end of year maths objectives so you may see questions you don’t 

understand. Please don’t worry- you haven’t been taught them yet! Just click “I don’t know this yet.”  

IXL will use that information to adjust your learning. 

The recommendations are things the IXL website is putting forward for you to try- and the more you use the 

diagnostic area, the more useful the recommendations will be.  

There are also teacher suggestions for you to do. We have put new ones on this week. IXL gives you 

instant feedback and the teachers can check how you are getting along on their version of the website.  

English: You will see a Week 3 timetable of reading activities attached on a PDF. There are links to texts 

and videos. If you have siblings, it might be tricky for each age group to access their own activities each 

day, and impossible for your adults to manage! So perhaps, just choose the reading and activities for one 

age group each day, or just some days, and all join in together with some guidance from your parent or 

carer. I have attached a letter to this document with more information. There seem to be a lot of 

suggestions on some plans, but remember, they are not compulsory. This week, it’s all about poetry. 

If you would like to sit back and listen to a story then check the home learning section of the website and 

look in the Y4 folder. There you will find Mrs Harris, reading The French Confection by Anthony Horowitz! 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS): IXL has suggestions for you. Just like in Maths, there is 

instant feedback and teachers can check your progress. Again, I have used Level E, but you are free to 

explore. 

Science: Take a look at the Science attachment which has information for this half-term’s topic. Try the 

activities for Lesson Three. 



Topic, Art, French, Music, RE:  Our topic this term is North America. Take a look at the suggestions for 

these curriculum areas on this attachment and give them a try this week. 

 

This week, we would really like to see everyone send feedback about their week of remote 

learning via their own school email (addresses in this email letter); a photo of some work, what you 

enjoyed, something new you found out.  

Let your teacher know how you are getting along using your own email. 

Ask your parents to help or do it by yourself. 

 

Great Wood is providing you with options and choices to promote learning but does not wish to put undue 

pressure on children and families at this time. What is recommended will consolidate areas that the children 

have already covered and when we return to school teachers will make sure all gaps in learning are filled. 

Please contact your child’s teacher by email if you have questions.  

 

MORE INFORMATION TO HELP WITH THE ENGLISH PLANS. 

Dear Y4 Children, Parents and Carers, 

Attached to this email, you will find a weekly plan for English (PDF Y4 English Week 3), for the week 
beginning Monday 4th May 2020. 

There are links to poems and to performances of poems. 

PLEASE DON’T FEEL YOU HAVE TO COMPLETE ALL THE PLANS EVERY WEEK!  

Some of the ideas may be more accessible, more interesting and more “do-able” than others! You can pick 
and choose and see what appeals.  

If there are two or more children in your house, your adults may decide to just choose one year group plan 
to follow for English each week, rather than try to fit in two or three each day.  

It involves performing this week and we know how much Year 4 enjoy that! You performed poems before 
Christmas for the other Year 4 class- do you remember doing The Night Before Christmas? So you can 
perform these poems for your household or even film them and email them to your teachers. Don’t feel you 
HAVE to learn them off by heart, although I know some of you will have a try at doing that. Just have fun! 
Maybe you could dress up or use props for your performance? Or one person could read the poem and 
another could act it out? Have an X- Factor poetry show? 

There is an unusual, new word in the plans: REDUPLICATIVE! 

Don’t be scared! It just means words like flip-flop, okey-dokey and pitter-patter, and the English language 
has lots of these types of words. They are great for writing lively poetry and you could make a piece of art 
out of the results. The plan gives you some examples at the end of the document but you can Google them, 
too. 



          

 

As you can see, they are great for nonsense poetry! 

Enjoy the unit of work and we look forward to hearing how you got on! 

Year 4 Teachers 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Topic, Art, French, Music, RE  for week beginning 4th May 2020 

Topic: North America 

When you are doing research on the internet, remember what we discussed about 

obtaining information suitable for you. Your adults at home can help. After your search 

question, type: 

…for kids 

….for children 

Or you may remember we used the search engine Kiddle which is Google but for children! 

Just Google it! 

 

A swirly- whirly spiral met a mish-mash of colour, 

They flip- flopped on the page, walky-talky with each other. 

They made a hocus- pocus rainbow with a hotch-potch hand 

And ran away together, to mumbo-jumbo land! 

 

 

 

 

Squiggly-wiggly     Curly-wurly    

Hubble-bubble 



 

Learning suggestions for Week 3: 

 In Week 1 you were trying to find out how many different countries there are in 

North America. How did you get on? You can find the answer here……. 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/north-america-facts.html 

……. along with lots of other interesting facts about North America. 

 Can you find out the capital cities of these ten biggest North American countries? 

1. Canada 

2. USA 
3. Mexico 

4. Nicaragua 

5. Honduras 
6. Cuba 

7. Guatemala 

8. Panama 
9. Costa Rica 
10. Dominican Republic 

 Have you ever sent or received a postcard? The adults at home may have some old 

ones they could show you. People rarely send them nowadays! 

 Here is some reading about six cities of the USA. Read through the information and 

choose one city.  Imagine you are visiting this city and make a postcard with an 

illustration on one side (use Google images to copy a landmark or scene) and a 

message on the other, telling all about what you have seen there. You can do the two 

sides of the postcard on paper and then stick them to some clean card out of the 

recycling. 

 

New York City (NY) 

 

NYC is the largest city in the state of New York (NY), and in the whole of the USA, with 8.4 million people. 

People from NYC are called New Yorkers. 

New York City is made up of 5 areas – Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, the Bronx, and Staten Island – which were 

joined together to make one city in 1898.  

The city covers an area of 469 square miles and is built along the Hudson River as it enters the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Statue of Liberty symbolises freedom, and lights the way for new settlers who come to live in the USA. 

New York City has been nicknamed the ‘Melting Pot’ because of this mixture of different races and religions. It 

is also famously called ‘The Big Apple’, and ‘The City That Never Sleeps’. 

55 million people visit each year. Tourist destinations include the Empire State Building and Times Square. 

 

Los Angeles (CA)  

 

Los Angeles is the largest city in the state of California (CA), and 2nd the whole of the USA, with 3.9 million 

people. LA covers an area of 503 square miles and is built on the west coast of the USA, by the Pacific Ocean. 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/north-america-facts.html
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/canada-facts-for-kids.html
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/argentina-facts.html
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/mexico-facts.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staten_Island


The name Los Angeles is Spanish and translates as City of Angels. People from LA are called Angelenos, they 

are from 140 countries, and speak 86 different languages. 

The city was officially founded in 1781, although Spanish people had been living there for centuries. LA was 

captured by Mexico in 1821, but the USA bought it back in 1848. 

LA is the film and television capital of the USA, therefore it is nicknamed ‘Tinseltown’ because of the shiny and 

bright life of the Hollywood stars.  

Tourists in LA can visit the Hollywood sign and the Walk of Fame. Many people go on tours to see the mansions 

that the stars live in. 

 

Washington DC 

 

Washington DC has 660,000 people and the city covers an area of 68 square miles. People from Washington DC 

are called Washingtonians. 

The city was founded in 1791, and named after George Washington who was the first president of the USA. 

DC is the centre of politics in the USA. The president lives here with his family in a mansion called the White 

House. DC is therefore not part of a state, because it governs over all of the 50 states equally. 

The Supreme Court is also in DC, which rules over the largest legal cases in the country. 

DC has lots of memorials and statues for famous leaders. The Lincoln Memorial is the most famous, and was 

built in memory of Abraham Lincoln (president of the USA in the 1860s). Lincoln was known as ‘Honest Abe’, 

so people visit his statue for advice. 

 

Houston (TX) 

 

Houston is the largest city in the state of Texas (TX), and 4th the whole of the USA, with 2.2 million people 

who call themselves Houstonians. 

The city was officially founded in 1836, and named after Sam Houston (a former leader of Texas).  

The city covers an area of 628 square miles and is built around a slow river called Buffalo Bayou. 

Houston has the nickname ‘Space City’. The NASA space centre is based in Houston and leads the way in space 

research and exploration. This is why in films you may hear astronauts say ‘Houston can you hear me?’ The 

Space Center has many exhibits including moon rocks and a shuttle simulator. 

The names of Houston's sports teams are all after features of space: the Astros, the Aeros, and the Comets. 

 

Chicago (IL) 

 

Chicago is the 3rd largest city in the USA, and the largest city in the state of Illinois (IL). It has 2.7 million 

people who call themselves Chicagoans. Chicago officially became a city in 1837. 

The city covers an area of 234 square miles and is on the edge of a huge freshwater lake called Lake Michigan. 

The Chicago and Calumet rivers run through the city. 

Chicago’s largest airport is called O’Hare, and it’s the busiest airport in the whole world, with 70 million 

passengers every year! 

Chicago is famously nicknamed ‘The Windy City’. Many think that this is because of the windy weather that 

blows in from Lake Michigan, but it is actually because of its politicians who make promises that they don’t 

keep!  “Windy” here means full of empty air. 

 

Orlando (FL) 

 

Orlando is the 3rd largest city in the state of Florida (FL) and has 256,000 people who call themselves 

Orlandoans. The city covers an area of 111 square miles. 

Orlando has been nicknamed ‘The Theme Park Capital of the World’. It is home to Disneyworld (Magic Kingdom 

and Epcot), Universal Studios, SeaWorld and Gatorland. 

Disneyworld was opened in 1971, and is the most visited tourist attraction in the whole world, with 51 million 

visitors each year! 

57 million tourists visit Orlando each year, and in 2009 it was the most visited city in the USA. 

Florida has hot weather all year, but having a tropical climate means it can often rain, even in summer! It is 

built around Lake Eola, and is surrounded by swamps. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon_rocks


 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Art 

Art 4/05/2020 

A totem pole is a long wooden pole with symbols and pictures carved and painted on it. 
Totem poles are made by some Native American peoples and placed in towns and villages 
as monuments. Can you make a model of a totem pole using paper or cardboard? Can 
you decorate it with animal symbols? Maybe you could come up with different animal 
symbols that mean something to you.  

  

             
 
 
 
 



       

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

French Week 3: 
Last term we learnt in French how to say ‘Je suis content’♂️ or ‘Je suis 
contente’♀️.  Perhaps you could make a happy face mask (use an empty cereal box) and 
write on it - ‘Je suis content’ (if you are a boy), 'Je suis contente' (if you are a girl). 
Watch the video to help. Make sure you put the subtitles on (instructions are on the 
website) Je suis content video 
 
 
Music Week 3:  
Your challenge this week for music is to write your own National Anthem, or School 
Anthem if you prefer! Choose a tune you know (Nursery Rhymes are good) and write 
your own words. Here's an idea - sing these words to the tune of The Grand Old Duke of 
York  
"Oh the Great Wood Primary School, It has four hundred children, ..." Maybe you could 
finish that one! 

 

RE                                             The Five Pillars of Islam 

 
Why do Muslims fast during Ramadan? 

 
Lesson 1 

 
1. Find out what the word ‘commitment’ means. 
2. List all the school/class rules you can think of. 
3. Make a poster about the rules that are most important to you. 

 
Here are a couple of examples if you are struggling with the layout. 
 

https://youtu.be/MThnKzecpNs


 

  
Guess what might be a rule during Ramadan? 
Please do not research as we will be covering this in future lessons. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

May’s Global Value is Patience!  I knew these values would come in handy! 

We are all using this value to help us wait for better times; the discovery of a vaccine, the 
numbers of those people who have the virus eventually decreasing, less pressure on our 
health service, relaxing social distancing and returning to school, work and normal life. 
But it could be a long wait, and our value of Patience is our talisman (can you look that 
word up?) whilst we are in lockdown. 
 
Can you design a talisman which embodies the value of Patience? It could use the word 
itself or a design, illustration, object or pattern which can focus our minds on waiting with 
a purpose. 
 

                                                  
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/221450506652192040/&psig=AOvVaw0VgO791JGuBLlShbiVh9dK&ust=1588240599887000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICkt7ivjekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pngguru.com/free-transparent-background-png-clipart-caxor&psig=AOvVaw0VgO791JGuBLlShbiVh9dK&ust=1588240599887000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICkt7ivjekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO


 

Science      Year 4         Living things and their habitats 

 

Twinkl resources – free during the lockdown 

 www.twinkl.co.uk/offer  create an account and enter the code UKTWINKLHELPS 

 

Once on Twinkl, put in the search box “Year 4 Science Living things and their Habitats”. 

Download the unit pack. 

Each of the following “lessons” requires you to start by reading through the lesson 

presentation. After that I have suggested a simple activity that I hope can be easily done at 

home, without the need to print anything off. It is not necessary to do the many further 

activities suggested by Twinkl. 

Mrs Kennedy 

 

Science Lesson 2.    

Science Lesson 3.  Invertebrate Hunt.   

Read through the Lesson presentation for week 3.  

See what you can find in your garden or outside space. Make a list or draw a picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://links.support.twinkl.co.uk/mps2/c/EwE/8PUmAA/t.301/379lCayfSO2ZydG63Y-mMw/h5/EbC1nPf9k9D5DT3zk18lxBwa1fOubB7v8tpG7jFvX-2BAUbtuFWZqRQucggCq4xkD-2BcXZRVhMv6jRDtAXDkJfo-2BPY39Pl6rzJj5RA8l-2F0Qx-2FAbnlpHcpwDVJzdJ-2Fbx0xH3cpirySnajFEQ4LF3oVW90BTEDzanG6FbzEgbzQY-2BmK65sLdK-2B79vxjc5ExO3Zsp4K-2F5xD-2FfIe-2F-2B17fZHXXxZIw-3D-3D/8dXB

