
Great Wood Home Learning Recommendations 

Year 4      April 27th –May1st 2020 

Hello 4H and 4F! Hope you and your families are all well. Also hoping you are finding ways to keep in touch 

with your friends….. email, letters via post, video calls if you are allowed? Let us know if you are managing 

to do this. Maybe your adults can help you to get a message to your pals during lockdown. 

Here is the suggested timetable again and some explanation of the activities we have sent for you to do at 

home. Remember, you don’t have to do it this way! You can create your own timetable that fits in with your 

home life. Another idea is to keep a diary or journal. You can draw, write, stick in photos, jot down a list of 

what you have done each day and include your thoughts and feelings. Anyone doing this?  We’d love a 

photo! Please use your own email this week and send your teachers a message!  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

English English English English English  

Grammar, 
Punctuation, 
Spelling 

GPS GPS GPS GPS  

Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active Break/ Active  

Maths Maths Maths Maths Maths  

Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active Lunch/Active  

Science Topic Art French/Music RE  

 

Maths: For IXL, the online address, your username and password were in the email letter last week.  

Almost all Y4 children have managed to log in to IXL and get involved with the teacher suggestions from 

last week. This past week has been a bit of a “warm-up”; the suggestions were the sort of maths activities 

that you were able to do in Y4 before school closed. If you didn’t get that far with IXL last week, don’t worry. 

Please have a go this week because we are moving on to making your remote learning in maths more 

personalised. This week we are going to use the “Diagnostic” area of the site. The questions you answer in 

this area will help IXL to recommend maths activities to you that are specific to your own level, and will 

enable your progress. Please do some diagnostics every day!  

There is an attachment from Mrs Parkin with this email explaining in more detail how it works. 

The difference between IXL “Recommendations” and “Suggestions”.   

The recommendations are things the IXL website is putting forward for you to try- and the more you use the 

diagnostic area, the more useful the recommendations will be.  

There are also teacher suggestions for you to do. I have left the same suggestions for this week, so please 

feel free to try them if you haven’t already.  

But our main focus this week is the diagnostic work which will move your learning on most effectively. IXL 

gives you instant feedback and the teachers can check how you are getting along on their version of the 

website. Once an adult has set you up on the diagnostic area, please answer those diagnostic questions 

independently so the site can get an accurate view of exactly what maths to recommend to you. IXL uses 

end of year maths objectives so you may see questions you don’t understand. Please don’t worry- you 

haven’t been taught them yet! You can have a go, or just click “I don’t know this yet.” IXL will use that 

information to adjust your learning. 

 

English: You will see a Week 2 timetable of reading activities attached on a PDF, linked to the website 

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk and these have been prepared especially for remote learning. If you have 

siblings, it might be tricky for each age group to access their own activities each day, and impossible for 

your adults to manage! So perhaps, just choose the reading and activities for one age group each day and 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


all join in together with some guidance from your parent or carer. I have attached a letter to this document 

with more information. This week it’s all about CHOCOLATE! 

If you would like to sit back and listen to a story then check the home learning section of the website and 

look in the Y4 folder. There you will find Mrs Harris, reading The French Confection by Anthony Horowitz! 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS): IXL has suggestions for you. Just like in Maths, there is 

instant feedback and teachers can check your progress. Again, I have used Level E, but you are free to 

explore. If you haven’t tried the suggested activities from last week I have left them on there for you and 

added some more. There is no “Diagnostic” area for GPS. 

 

Science: Take a look at the Science attachment which has information for this half-term’s topic. Try the 

activities for Lesson Two. 

 

Topic, Art, French, Music, and RE:  Our topic this term is North America. Take a look at the suggestions 

for these curriculum areas on this attachment and give them a try this week. 

 

This week, we would really like to see everyone send feedback about their week of remote 

learning via their own school email (addresses in this email letter); a photo of some work, what you 

enjoyed, something new you found out.  

Has anybody found a good learning resource online? Has anyone enjoyed an art or craft activity at 

home and would like to suggest it to Year 4? Any book or film recommendations?  Let your 

teacher know using your own email. 

Ask your parents to help or do it by yourself. 

 

Great Wood is providing you with options and choices to promote learning but does not wish to put undue 

pressure on children and families at this time. What is recommended will consolidate areas that the children 

have already covered and when we return to school teachers will make sure all gaps in learning are filled. 

Please contact your child’s teacher by email if you have questions.  

 

 

MORE INFORMATION TO HELP WITH THE ENGLISH PLANS. 

 

Dear Y4 Children, Parents and Carers, 

CHOCOLATE! 

Attached to this email, you will find a weekly plan for English (PDF Y4 English Week 2), for the week 
beginning Monday 27/4/2020. 

You will need to look online for www.lovereading4kids.co.uk and there is a link on the plan.  

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


****The site will let you look at the extracts that are used for the weekly plan of work, but it won’t let you 
read a whole copy of the book. If you find the extracts are so good they make you want to read on, then let 
us know and we could order the book when we are back at school!**** 

If there are two or more children in your house, your adults may decide to just choose one year group plan 
to follow for English each week, rather than try to fit in two or three each day.  

An adult or older child can help with the reading and activities, and you will find that the suggestions on the 
plan are things that you have done in class many times before!  For example: 

 Noting or highlighting new vocabulary and discussing it. You can chat to an adult about it or use an 
online or hard copy dictionary if you have one. 

 Using your senses and feelings to describe a setting in a story, including powerful vocabulary choices. 

 Using similes (when you compare something to another thing using “like” or “as“).  For instance,  

The witch’s hair was as black as the night sky. 

The shade from the spring tree was like a lime green umbrella. 

 Using metaphors (when you say one thing is another, for a powerful comparison). For instance, 
 
The storm clouds were huge, billowing galleons setting sail on a grey ocean. 
 

 Information writing. We have done this before in our history topics and in science. Now you are 
going to create an information page about chocolate! Create a glossary (a list of words and meanings 
at the end of a piece of writing). 

 Persuasive writing. Remember our persuasive writing about gadgets? That might be useful to think 
about when designing/ advertising your chocolate bar. 

Enjoy the unit of work and we look forward to hearing how you got on! 

Year 4 Teachers 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Topic, Art, French, Music, RE  for week beginning 27th April 2020 

Topic: North America 

When you are doing research on the internet, remember what we discussed about 

obtaining information suitable for you. Your adults at home can help. After your search 

question, type: 

…for kids 

….for children 

Or you may remember we used the search engine Kiddle which is Google but for children! 

Just Google it! 

 Here is a link to a short film about North America. It is such a diverse land mass that 

there are lots of different climates and landscapes within it. After you have watched 



the film, see if you can remember two or three different geographical regions within 

North America, or use the internet to help you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOUK3Oit86o 

 The United States of America is vast. It is one country within North America, but is 

divided into 50 states. Take a look at this link to a puzzle which asks you to piece 

together all the states on a map. I tried the easy version and still found it hard! Can 

you see that some of the states are “land-locked”? What does this mean? 

http://www.yourchildlearns.com/mappuzzle/us-puzzle.html 

 Have a look at the USA flag. Can you find out why it has stars and stripes? 

 

You can record your findings and present your research in Topic in any way you like: 

Poster, list, leaflet, information sheet, PowerPoint, notebook. 

Art 

Art 27/04/2020 

Native American Tepees. 

Can you make a mini tepee using twigs and paper or fabric? Maybe you could 

even make a big one! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOUK3Oit86o
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/mappuzzle/us-puzzle.html


         

    

    

 

 

 



 

 French week 2: Bonjour! Did you remember to greet everyone in your house in French last week? 
You may have to teach them how to answer 'Comment ça va?' in French. Can you remember the 3 
possible answers? You may have to sing our song to help you remember. If you need help 
remembering the song, take a look at the YouTube video: Salut! Ça va? song.  (You can also find this 
on the Great Wood Website). 

 

 Music week 2: Can you find any more National Anthems? Which do you like/not like? Do you have 
a favourite? What do you think makes a good National Anthem? Do you think the words or the 
music are more important? Try to give some reasons for your answers. Perhaps you can ask other 
people in your house what they think. Just in case you didn't find the links for last week’s work, 
here they are again!  

The National Anthem of the United States of America   The National Anthem of Canada 

 

RE 

Last week you were given some activities to last for a few weeks, about the Oscar 

Romero cross and designing a poster for a food bank collection. It would be great to see 

how you are getting along. Don’t forget to share some of your work with us via email! 

Values 

April’s Global Value is Acceptance. It seems very appropriate in our current situation. 

Could you make a list of suggestions to help people use this value to come to terms with 

our new way of life in isolation? Maybe by accepting the new social distancing rules we 

are helping others to stay safe? Perhaps accepting that we have to stay at home means 

that we can learn new ways of doing things? Does acceptance of change in our usual way 

of life mean that we are noticing nature more? Reading more? Cooking more? 

Considering the feelings of others more? 

Discuss the value of Acceptance with your family and perhaps put your list of suggestions 

on a rainbow themed poster? 

 

Science      Year 4         Living things and their habitats 

 

Twinkl resources – free during the lockdown 

 www.twinkl.co.uk/offer  create an account and enter the code UKTWINKLHELPS 

 

Once on Twinkl, put in the search box “Year 4 Science Living things and their Habitats”. 

Download the unit pack. 

Each of the following “lessons” requires you to start by reading through the lesson 

presentation. After that I have suggested a simple activity that I hope can be easily done at 

https://studio.youtube.com/video/TUoICMTrRLw/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1wLtAXDgqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRPGPAnPNa8
http://links.support.twinkl.co.uk/mps2/c/EwE/8PUmAA/t.301/379lCayfSO2ZydG63Y-mMw/h5/EbC1nPf9k9D5DT3zk18lxBwa1fOubB7v8tpG7jFvX-2BAUbtuFWZqRQucggCq4xkD-2BcXZRVhMv6jRDtAXDkJfo-2BPY39Pl6rzJj5RA8l-2F0Qx-2FAbnlpHcpwDVJzdJ-2Fbx0xH3cpirySnajFEQ4LF3oVW90BTEDzanG6FbzEgbzQY-2BmK65sLdK-2B79vxjc5ExO3Zsp4K-2F5xD-2FfIe-2F-2B17fZHXXxZIw-3D-3D/8dXB


home, without the need to print anything off. It is not necessary to do the many further 

activities suggested by Twinkl. 

Mrs Kennedy 

 

Science Lesson 2.   Vertebrates and Invertebrates. 

Read through the Lesson presentation for week 2.  

 

Look at slide 23. Play the ‘Yes/No’ game with a family member. 

 

 

 


