
Learning in Year 1 (Spring Term 2)  

We thought it would be useful for families to have an overview of our learning for the rest of this 

half term and include some ideas for what children staying at home could do to carry on 

learning. If your child does any work, drawings, writing at home during their time off, this can be 

brought into school afterwards and celebrated with their class. 

 

Ideas for Home Learning 
 Research countries of the UK in books or online. 
 Draw, colour and make maps. 
 Use Google Maps to find the capital cities in the UK and explore significant landmarks. 
 Draw famous landmarks, write facts, colour flags, make models out of Lego or construction bricks.  

    

English 
In our English lessons, we are reading stories with repetitive elements, such as ‘The 
Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘Chickens to the rescue’ (Available online 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69YMTRU91qI) to practise learning stories off by 
heart and then writing our own similar versions.  
The children will also be taught how to read and write the days of the week with a 
capital letter, using capital letters for characters names, how to add the suffixes -s and -
es to words, (such as fox- foxes).  
We will also be practising using conjunctions (such as and, but, because, so to join ideas 
in a sentence. The focus, as always, is for children to remember to use capital letters, 
finger spaces, full stops and check their work makes sense. 

 

English Ideas for Home Learning 
 Practise reading and writing the days of the week (learn spellings from memory). 
 Practise writing lists of friends and family names using capital letters. 
 Watch ‘Cows to the rescue’ and ‘Pigs to the Rescue’ on You Tube and discuss the stories and characters. 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttCrLOzDHgE)  
 Write your own ‘To the rescue’ story. 
 Learn how to read and spell the Year 1 tricky words and high frequency words (wordlists on our website). 
 Practise correct letter formation and handwriting. 

 

Maths 
In Maths, this term we have been learning simple addition and subtraction to 30  (using practical objects and 
written dots) We have also covered 2D shapes (circle, triangle, square, oblong/rectangle, pentagon and hexagons) 
and 3D shapes ( sphere, cylinder, cone, cube, cuboid, prisms and pyramids), simple positional language (left, right, 
behind, above, under), halving and quartering shapes and numbers, and we will soon be beginning to tell the time 
to the hour and half hour.  

 

                         Our Topic 
Our topic this half-term has been ‘Parts of the UK’ and we have been specifically 

looking at the locations of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. We have 
located these countries on a map and began to explore the capital cities. The children 

have enjoyed learning about London and can identify some famous London Landmarks. 
In the coming weeks, we will be learning about Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
and their capital cities. We will be learning about different flags, National Anthems, 

national flowers, famous landmarks and buildings. For example, we will be looking at 
Snowdonia in Wales, Giant’s Causeway, the history of the Titanic, The Carrik-a-Rede 

Bridge in Northern Ireland and Ben Nevis and Edinburgh Castle in Scotland. 
We will also be learning about national celebrations such as Saint Patrick’s Day, Saint 

David’s Day, Saint Andrew’s Day and Saint George’s Day.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69YMTRU91qI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttCrLOzDHgE


Maths Ideas for Home Learning 
 Practise counting to and from 100 and past 100. 
 Practise counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 
 Practise recognising odd and even numbers and counting in 2s starting at 1, (1,3,5,7,9 etc.) 
 Simple addition and subtraction questions using objects (e.g. 5 pencils + 6 pencils = 11 pencils). 
 Practise recognising coins and notes. 
 Shape hunts looking for circles, square, oblongs/ rectangles, triangles etc. in the home/ environment. 
 Practise halving and quartering shapes or numbers. 
 Writing numbers to 100 with correct number formation. 

 

Science 
In Science, we are observing signs of Spring and keeping records of the changes in the environment. We have 
been watching the buds begin to open on trees, looking for signs of new life and growth, and discussing the 
weather we usually experience in Spring. We also talk about the day length and when the clocks change. 

 

Science Ideas for Home Learning 
 Research signs of spring or look in a garden (if possible). 
 Draw common spring plants, such as daffodils and crocuses. 
 Observe buds opening on plants (if possible). 
 Keep a weather diary and record the temperature. 
 Make Spring collages or paintings. 

 

Phonics and Reading 
In Phonics, the children should now be able to recognise many sounds and spot their sounds in words. The 
children should be practising reading and writing as much as possible to secure these sounds. Please help your 
child learn their sounds using the picture clues and just the written graphemes (e.g. ay, ee, igh). It is also 
important to check your child can read words containing the sounds.  

 

Phonics and reading ideas for home learning 
 Read and share as many stories with your child as you can. On the Great Wood 

website, we have posted a Year 1 recommended reading book list, many of 
which you can watch/ listen to on You Tube. 

 Practise recognising sounds from the sound charts (they are on the Great Wood 
Website in the Year 1 area) 

 Play free online games on https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk  Username: march20 
 Password: home – lots of free games. The children are familiar with the games from at school and should 

be able to work up to Phase 5. 
 Listen to tricky word songs on You Tube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0 and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NOzgR1ANc4) 
 

Other ideas for home learning  
 Play board games and card games. 
 Read and share stories. 
 Make, draw and invent things. 
 If possible, bake something or follow instructions to make something. 
 Phone friends and family. 

 

We hope this is useful for our families that are staying at home during this time. If you have any questions or want to 

share anything your child has done, we would love to hear from you. Thank you for your support. 

 

Miss Reade and Mr Vincent 

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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